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Nor ELS, &c. writ by Mrs. Eliza Haywood. 


OVE in Exceſs, or the Fatal Enquiry ; 
a Novel. In three Parts. 'The an 
Edition, Corrected. 
In vain from Fate we fly, 
For firſt or laſt, as all muſt die, 

So tis as much decreed above, 

© Thin bel, or laſt, un al muſt have: 
| — — 

2. The Britiſh Recluſe ; or the Secret Hi- 
ſtory of Cleomira, ſuppos'd dead: A 1 208 
The Second Edkion. 5 

Homen are goudrn'd ha ' tubborn Fae 3 

Their. as s Inſuperable, as their Hate! ; 

No Merit their Averſion can remove, 

Nor ill Requital can Pace their Love. 


Waller | 


Abe hſdred Abad; or the Miſtakes = 


Reſentment : A Novel. 
Short are the Triumplis-of the Face a 
WhereConduct a fail how tott ring is the Throne! 7 
wm t this N an weakly croun d. 


inds cue, 7 
Dryden. 


4. alia: or, the Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 
4 Novel. In Three Parts. _ 
Matt how hard a Fare are Wimen born ! 
Pri d to their Ruin, or expos'd to corn: 
If we want Beauty, we of Love deſpair ; 
And are befieg'd, like e Tomi, if fair. 
g 


5. Letters * a Lady of Quality to a 
Chevalier. Tranſlated from the French. To 


— 


which is added, A Diſcourſe concerning 


| Writings of this Nature, by way of Eſſay. 


6. A Wife tobe Lett. A Comedy. As it 
is acted at the Theatre · Royal in Drury-Lane. 


* 


nt, bur Eyes but found. 
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E COLES ELIZ2 A een 12 
4 5 A 
_ Hip various Minds does 3 aſpire ;. ; *1 
| He ſtirs in gentle Natures gentle Fire, | 2 
| Like that of Incenſe on the Altars N . A + 
1 But raging Flames tempeſtuous Souls invade : | 0 
1] A Fire which ev'ry windy Paſſion blows, - | 1 
is piide it mounts, and with Revenge it glows. if 
. 7 „„ 3 
0 
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* ; 1 TO * 5 2 | 1 25 
Farl of SUFFOLK and 
1 AE is BIN DON = 


i= _ Al HE NI preſume to 
yo entreat your Protec- 
[i . tion fs Trifle ſuch 
9 as this, I do more to 
——— expreſs my Senſe of 
your unbounded Goodneſs, than if 
1 were to publiſh Folio's in your 
Praiſe. A great and learned 
Work honours the Patron who ac- 
cepts it, but little Performances 
* Ffand in need of all that Sweetneſs 
of Diſpoſition ſo conſpicuous in the 
pas "= Beha- 


vi DE DICAT ION. 


Behaviour and Character of your 


2 


Lin diipete engages Fa 


: N - 


ro be Jomething . of a piece with 


Heaven, to regard the Mill more 
than the Merit of the Offering; 
and my Knowledge how zealous 
an Imitator you are 1n all Things 
elſe of that, gives me an almoſt 
aſſur'd Hope you will not ſcuerve 


in this, only to puniſh my Pre- 
ſumption. 1 


My Defren in writing this lit- 
tie Novel (as well. as thoſe I have 
remind the unthinking Part of the 
World, how dangerous it is to give 
way to Paſſion, will, I hope, e. 
ule the too great Warmth, which 
may perbaps, appear in ſome pare 
ticular. Pages; for without the Ex- 
preſſion being invigorated in ſome 
meaſure proportionate to the Sub- 
ject, cou d be impoſſible for a 
Reader. to be ſenſiblè how far it 


5 formerly. 772 bein only 10 


touches 


mY 


non 


ic He him, or how pr obable it is | 
that he is falling into thoſe Tnad- 
Vviertencies which the Examples 1 
relate wou'd caution him th avoid. 
this to your Lordſhip, ta clear. my 
|felf of thas Aperſim which ſame 
of ay. own Sex have been unkind 
enaugh to throw. upon me, that 
« [ ſeem to endeavour” to divert 
ore than improve the Minds 
«of RY Readers.” Now, as take 
it, the Aim of 2 Perſon, who 
retends to trite (tho in the moſt 
inſignificant and ludicrous way) 
ought to tend at leaſt to a good 
| Moral Uſe ; I ſpoud be forry to 
have my Intentions judg d to be 
the ver) reverſe of what they are 
in Re ality. How far T have been © 
able to ſucceed in my Deſires of 
infuſing thoſe Cautions, too neceſ- 
ſary to a Number, I will not pre- 
tend to determine: but where I © 
bas bot tis Aba e 


muſt 


vil DEDICATION: 
muſt impute it either to the Ob- 
ſtinacy of thoſe I wou'd perſuade, 
or to my own Deficiency in that 

very Thing which They are plea- 
ſed to ſay I too much abound in.— 

a true Deſcription of Nature. | 

But I will give your Lordſhip | 

no farther trouble than what pro- 
8 cceds from Gratitude ; and with | 
5 entreating you to accept my hum- 

F bleſt Acknowledgments for all the 
unmerited Favours I have re- 
ceived, conclude, 5 


0kFFf Ar LORD, 4445.5 
| Your Lordlhip's moſt Obligd, £ 
+ Obedient Servant, 


_— 20 0 P 
W i APY... ie yo RN 
2 1 Patt * 
- — 


e HAVYVWOOD. 


LASSELIA: 


OR, 


The SuLr-AnaNDON'D. 


== E VER was a Court more re- 

ſplendent with Beautys, than that 
of France, in the Reign of their 
late Monarch Lewis XIV. That 


Lan room for Love, nor could the ineeſſant 
Hurry of his other Affairs deprive him of 
the Pleaſures of Gallantry. He was for ever 
engag d in ſome Amour: one Deſire no 
ſooner ficken'd, than another kindled in his 


Soul. But of all that had the power to charm 
him, none ever maintain'd a more abſolute 
Dominion, than Madam de Monteſpan; and 


1 


Prince, in ſpite of his Ambition, 


0 2 1 * * 
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"0 Las$BUlA: or, 


if it was not ſo laſting as that of the cele - 


brated Maintenon, yet for the time it held, it 
was as ſtrong, In the Houſe, and under the 
care of this great Lady, did the lovely Laſ- 
ſelia receive her Education; who being her 
Neice, and extreamly belov'd by her, tis 
not to be doubted bur that ſhe had all thoſe 


Advantages and Improvements, which are 


neceſlary to accompliſh a Maid of Quality for 


' Converſations fuch as were ſuitable to her 


Character. | 
THE MNMliſtreſſes of Kings are not con- 


ſider d in the ſame view with thoſe of pri- 
the Intereſt every one had in 
making th ourt to Madam de Monteſpan, 
and the perpetual reſort of the beſt Com- 
pany to her 
grew Ap; 

ſelf, which 
place : and thoſe Advantages, join'd to a na- 
tural Genius of her own, much more ſublime 
than is ordinarily obſerved in Perſons of her 
Sex, eſpecially at ſuch an Age, made her 
Behaviour ſurprizing to thoſe of riper Years; 
grey Hairs would liſten to her Talk with 


pportunities of improving her- 


pleaſure, the Delicacy of herNotions was ſuch, 
that the Wiſeſt would acknowledge themſelves 
edify'd by her Converſation—— But if the 
grave Part of the World were charm'd with 


her Wit and Diſcretion, the Young and Gay 
were infinitely more ſo with her Beauty; 


Which tho it was not of that dazling kind 
which ſtrikes the Eye at firſt looking on it 


with Deſire and Wonder, yet it was ſuch as 


ouſe, gave our Laſſelia, as ſne 


ſhe could have found in no other 


ſeldom fail 'd of captivating Hearts the moſt 


averſe 


The: Self- Abandowd. 3 
averſe to Love. Her Features u ere perfectly 
regular, her Eyes had an uncommon Vivacity 
in them, mix'd with a Sweetneſs, which ſpoke 
3 the Temper of her Soul; her Mein was 
| gracefully eaſy, and her Shape the moſt ex- 

quiſite that could be: in fine, her Charms 
encreas d by being often ſeen, every View diſ- 
cover d ſomething new to be admir'd; and tho 
they were of that ſort which more properly 
2 may be faid to perſuade, than command Ado- 
ation, yet they perſuaded it in ſuch a man- 
ner, that no Mortal was able to reſiſt their 
Force And, indeed, when Paſſion enters 
the Soul by ſuch gentle and unperceiv'd De- 
grees, it generally takes a ſurer hold, and is 
with much leſs eaſe extirpated, than wher ir 
ruſhes all at once upon us, and boldly tells 
us that we muſt obey, _ : 


_ LASSELTA being fuch, and infinitely 
more agreeable than I have power to repre- 
ſent her, tis eaſy to believe ſhe was not 
without a very great Number of Adorers ; 
Both her Parents being dead, Madam de Mon- 
teſpan was never at reſt for the Sollicitations 
of thoſe whom the Perfections of her beauti- 
ful Neice had attracted to deſire her in Mar- 
riage: but that Lady having Affairs enough 
of her own to manage, troubled not herſeltf 
much about it ; and had Laſſelia been inclina- 
ble to alter her Condition, whether to her 
Advantage or not, tis probable the other, 
in ſpite of the Kindneſs ſhe had for her, 
would not have taken much pains either rg 
have forwarded or prevented it, 
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& 'LASSELTA:.0 


THE young, and as yet inſenſible Subject 


of this little Hiſtory, thought herſelf happy 
in this Diſpoſition of her Aunt, Which gave 


her ſo much the liberty of acting as ſhe Feng 


for finding in herſelf rather an Averſion to 
Marriage, than any Inclination to it, nothing 
could have been ſo ſhocking to the Humility, 
Au Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition, as to have 
found herſelf oblig'd, either to have yielded 
to enter into a State, which, in the Humour 
ſhe was at preſent, muſt have made her 
wretched ; or, by refuling, incur_the Dif 
pleaſure of a Lady, who ſhe 

Parent, and for whom ſhe had the greateſt 


Eſteem, and tendereſt Regard. _ 


"THUS charming, and uncharm'd, did 
ſhe paſs her Days in the moſt perfect Tran- 
uillity that cou'd be; no auſtere Parent, or 


Guardian, to over-awe Averſion, and force 
her to receive with Smiles the Man ſhe 


hated No Hopes, no Fears, Suſpence 
Perplexity, nor racking Jealouſies, diſturb'd 
her Peace of Mind—ſhe knew no Wiſh 


beyond what ſhe enjoy d- and if ſhe 


thought of Love at all, it was but to won- 


der at the Influence ſhe ſaw it haye on 


others. Among the Numbers that addreſs'd 
her, there was not one whoſe Abſence cou'd 
give her a moment's Pain, tho' ſeyeral whoſe 


Preſence pleas'd ; but then it was only ſuch a 
kind of Pleaſure as might have flow'd from 


the Converſation of one of her own Sex, 


equally qualified with good Senſe and Com- 


plaiſance a cold Reſpect, or, at moſt, a 


bare 


e conſider d as a 


— 


* 
J 


1 The Self -Abandon d. 1 
bars liking of their Company, was all that 
he moſt favour d could boaſt of from her; 
nor did ſhe. once imagine ſhe ſhould ever be 
brought to entertain any other Notions of 
that uneaſy Paſſion, than what ſhe was at 
Preſent poſſeſt af that it was all Chimera; 
and that rhoſe who ſeem'd moſt fatally 
ſway'd by it, had only fo long affected to be 
mad, that at laſt rhey grew ſo in Reality. _ 


1 Is pefhible, indeed, ſhe never might 


- 


have chang'd her Sentiments, had ſhe con- 
tinued in Paris, where ſhe had already ſeen. 
every body worthy her Conſideration, with. 
out confeſſing herſelf the leaſt ſuſceptible of 
what ſo many had endeayoured to inſpire: 
But an unexpected Turn happening in her. 
Affairs, brought her to a different Scene of 
* Obſervation, and convinc'd her how little, 
in ſpite of her fine Senſe, ſhe knew the true 
Diſpoſition of her own Heart. 1 


THE King coming one day to viſit Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan, and hearing ſhe was laid 
down to Repoſe, contented himſelf with 
paſſing an Hour or two in Talk with her 
fair Neice, deſigning no more than to divert 
himſelf till the other ſhou'd awake; but he 


| | f | was ſo infinitely pleas'd and ſurpriz d with 8 
the Charms of her Converſation, having ne- 


ver till that time had the Opportunity of 
entertaining her alone, that he cou'd have 
wiſh'd a longer Continuance of it. 


HE yas bur juſt beginning to let her 
know the Satisfaction this Interview had 
Ck | given 


| , 6 20 2 1 
|: 6  HFLJLa8sEeUtLs:0m,, 
nl . given him, when he was prevented from 
= ſaying more by the coming of Madam de 


Monteſpan. Tis probable her Preſence never 5 
had been ſo unwelcome before, and he teſti- 3 
fied the Chagrin he conceiv'd at it, by a 
tender Preſſure of the young Laſſelia's Hand, 1 
as ſhe withdrew, telling Him ſhe left his 3 
Majeſty to a Converſation more worthy of ö 
entertaining him. As artleſs as ſhe was, and 
as indifferent an Opinion as ſhe had of Love, 3 
ſhe eaſily perceiv'd ſhe had inſpir'd him F 
with that Defire which bears the Name of- g 
it, and was ſo far from being proud of her _ 
Power, that it gave her a very roms Uneaſi- 3 
neſs; ſhe foreſaw a world of Difficulties 
wou'd attend the Conqueſt of this Royal 
Slave, and heartily wiſh'd that what he had 
ſaid to her, might prove to be only the 


AJ Effect of an unmeaning Gallantry, and for- 
Fl | got as ſoon as ſpoke. But, alas! her Charms 
wo bad made a much deeper Impreſſion on the 


Heart of this amorous Monarch, than ſhe 
deſired they ſhould ; the very next Day con- 
firm'd her Knowledge of it—Happening to 
meet her in a Gallery as ſhe was paſſing - 
thro? to viſit ſome Ladies in the Palace, he 
ſtopp'd her, and made fo paſſionate a Decla- 
ration to her, that ſhe ſtood in need of all 
her Wit to anſwer him in Terms which 
ſhou'd neither affront the Offers he made, 
” nor encourage him to repeat them: But tho”. 
her Replies to all he ſaid, were full of Reſpe& 
and Gratitude for the Conſideration he ſeem'd: 
to haye of her, yet ſhe maintain'd that cool 
| Reſerve, that Majeſty of Modeſty, which all 
Women, tho' in the loweft Rank of Life, 
| „„ owe 


* 


_ The Self- Abandond. 7 
owe ſo much to themſelves to wear even to 
the higheſt, when their Virtue is aſſaulted; 
that it might have daſh'd a Lover leſs accu- 
ſtomed to Succeſs. But he was ſo well ac- 
quainted with the Ambition that moſt Wo- 
men have of being the Favourite of a King, 
that he conſider d her Refuſals only as the 
Reſult of what ſhe might fear from the In- 
dignation of her Aunt, Madam de Monteſpan, 
and therefore ſent Monſſ eur le Broſſe, one who 
at that time was Gentleman of his Bed- 
Chamber, to let her know, That, if ſhe plea- 
ſed, ſhe had it in her power to be greater 
than the Perſon ſhe at preſent had a Depen- 
dance on, and to make her an Offer of a 
very fine Gaſtle near the River Sein for her 
reſidence. Laſſelia was more concern'd than 
can be well expreſs'd when this Meſſage was 
deliver d to her, and conjur d him that 
brought it to return ſome Anſwer, in what 
manner ſhe did not care, ſo it were ſuch as 
would cut off all room to believe ſhe ever could 
be prevail'd on to do any thing which might 
deſerve ſuch. Bounties Let the King, ſaid 
ſhe, think me imprudent, or unwiſe, his Opi- 
nion, nay, his Indignation, cannot give me 
more Chagrin, than does his Affection. It 
Was in vain that the Confidante repreſented to 
her the Advantages there were in being Mi- 
ſtreſs to a King, ſhe was not to be mov'd, 
nor had Grandeur any Charms when it was 
to be purchas'd at a Rate ſo dear as loſs of 
Virtue : and he found himſelf oblig'd to re- 
turn without being able to gain any thing 
from her, which might make his Maſter ſa- 
tisfy'd with his Negotiation. * 5 


B UT all this could not paſs without the 
Obſervation of Madam de Monteſpan ; ſhe had 
taken notice in what manner the King had 


Took'd, when he took leave of her Neice that 


Day ſhe had entertain'd him in her Abſence— 
She had her Spies which had inform'd her of 


his talking to her in the Gallery——and the 
coming of le Brofſe to her Houſe, and the 


private Converſation they had together, ſuffi- 


ciently confirm'd her, ſhe had a Rival in 


her Neice, and fir'd her jealous Soul with an 
inexpreſſible Indignation She upbraided 


the innocent Laſſelia with Falſhood and Ingra- 
titude, and vow'd a Vengeance ſuitable to the 


Cauſe; and it was to no purpoſe for a long 
time, that the other endeavour'd to clear her- 
ſelf from theſe Aſperſions. Rage is always deaf. 


This Misfortune, as it was unforeſeen, was 


the more terrible to be borne ; nor is it to be 


wonder d at, that ſhe ſhould be prodigiouſly 


alarm'd at what ſo nearly touch'd her Intereſt, 
and was ſo ſhocking to her Pride, to find the 
Power ſhe had ſo long maintain'd over the 
Heart of one of the greateſt Monarchs in 


the World, in ſuch an imminent danger of 


being near an end; and to owe her Downfall 


to one of her own Houſe, of her own Blood, 


and one who ſhe herſelf had taken care to 
adorn with all thoſe Accompliſhments which 


had attracted Admiration, was ſuch an Ag- 


gravation to her Diſcontent, as Words would 
but poorly repreſent. | N 


ALL the Aſſurances that Laſſelia gave 


her, that ſhe would die rather than yield to 


injure 


Tue elf Abandon d. 9 
1 ihjure her in the leaſt, and the Deteſtation 
> ſhe expreſs d at the thoughts of ſuch an Ac- 
1 tion, was not ſufficient to pacify her — She 
E could ſcarce believe, there was a Poſſibility of 

for ever reſiſting the Addreſſes of a Monarch 
ſo every way agreeable, as all that knew him 
confeſs'd him to be——Bur if there were, 
the Attempt was enough; her haughty Soul 
could ill endure the ſight of one who was 
thought more lovely than herſelf, and who 
had it in her power to make her unhappy, if 
ſhe pleas d But how to get rid of her, 
ſhe could not tell; if ſhe put her out of her 
Houſe, ſhe conſider'd, that it would but 
give her the more opportunity bf being ſeen 
by the King, and receiving Proofs of his 
Paſſion; which, while ſhe- continu'd with 
her, he had ſtill too much Reſpect publickly to 
avow. While ſhe was in this Dilemma, the 
generous Laſſelia perceiving her Diſcontent, 
and very much diſquieted herſelf at the con- 
tinued Sollicitations of a Monarch, whoſe 
_ Paſſion for manyReaſons was no way pleaſing 
to her, thought of a way to eaſe at once both 
her own and her Aunt's Uneaſineſs : And, 

1 deſiring leave to wait on her in her Chamber, 
(for the other, of late, not well able to brook 
6 her Preſence, had deny'd her that Privilege) 

approach'd her with theſe Words : Madam, 

ſaid ſhe, as T am the innocent Cauſe of your 

Chagrin, I come now to implore your Per- 
miſſion, to eaſe you of rhe ſight of a Perſon 

who I am very ſenſible you no longer can 

behold with Satisfaction The many Fa- 

vours I have receiv'd in your Houſe," Would 

make me quit it with the utmoſt Concern: 

— C | but 


. * bg — 0 x * 1 
wy n — K . es ws 1 4 % * > fon * * 
0 J » * 2 9 £ 
7 * 5 eres nente. f p m_ — 0 * 's i 3 « 23 5 
5 F l SK) 4 . * r — — <p" W ns 3 * we Ah _ nes — bat ag. HEY = F% 30 = S2-> 2 io r a. — 
7 4 = wy 2 1 
— = 2 7 O a * Ro. - 3 4 s r g 2 3 ö 5 
* 3 8 h 2 * 8 IE > 9. 1 . K e er % 3 — — ws 5 * < — 
9 = Ws — Us 1 a = * Ru . i - ita ns bd LIES * 1 A — n X . 
Sg Buy ee 8 3 7 * — a i 
* s b regen OE CAA a Londen YE E — d — 7 * 2 ö 
my — en * e 4 „ . 22 ND 2 err a py * 
- 
Oo 
4 


10 . Las8ELTa;'0, 


hut when I conſider, that your Goadneſs in 
ſuffering my continuance in it, renders you 
uneaſy, I can do no leſs, in Gratitude, than 
remove I entreat therefore, added ſhe, 
after a little Pauſe, that I may depart : and 
ſince I have offended, tho againſt my Will, 
the only thing I can do to contribute to your 
Peace, is, to take away the Cauſe ; and by 

this voluntary Doom I paſs on myſelf, may 
have hope you will pardon a Crime which is 
involuntary. And where, cryd Madam de 
Monteſpan heftily, (imagining perhaps her In- 
zentions were very different from what they 
were) where would you go? Far enough, 
reply'd the other, from any Place that may 
give you Apprehenſions that I mean any 
otherwiſe, than to make you eaſy—— You 
know I had a very great Intimacy with Ma- 


damoiſelle Valier, ſhe is now retir'd into the 
Country with her Husband, and I only ſtay 
for your Permiffion to go to her; ſhe will 


be glad of my Company, and I can tarry 
there till thoſe ſlight Impreſſions I have made 
on a Heart which ought only to be yours, 
are eraſed—T will not return till your Com- 
mands ſhall call me —or, if you pleaſe, my 
Baniſhment from you, and Paris, ſhall be 
eternal. How ! Laſſelin, interrupted her Aunt, 


{with an Air which at once expreſs'd Aſloniſh- 


ment and Joy) are you in earneſt * Can you 


for no other Motive than my Repoſe, be 
content to bury any part of your Time in a 


Solitude ſo remote from all thoſe Gaieties 
your Youth has been accyſtom'd to? Not 
only Part, reſum d ſhe, but All—Nay, my very 
Life, to do you ſervice, and to convince _ 

- how 


; 
1 


how little. Share I have had in contributing 


to diſturb you. Tis kind indeed, ſaid Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan, and I mult confeſs you 
- generous and grateful, beyond my Expecta- 
tions; but I ſhould give you but ſmall rea- 
ſon to have the ſame Opinion of me, ſhould 
I ſuffer, you to do 7 have offer d 
No, purſued ſhe with a Sigh, I never will be 
outdone in Good-nature, you ſhall ſtill ſtay 


with me; tho your fatal Beauty, like a Baſty 


lisk, murders my Quiet, and deſtroys my 
Hopes, we will not part I am now con- 
vinc d of your Sincerity, and till ſome Change 


in your Affairs makes it your Intereſt to leave 


me, I will, run all Hazards rather than turn 


you hence, The Voice with which ſhe pro- 


nounc d theſe Words, made the diſcerping 
Laſſelia eaſily perceive ſhe wiſh'd not as ſhe 


ſaid; and repeating her Requeſt, and aſſu- 


ring her with a great deal of Truth, that ſhe 
deſir d nothing more than to be remov'd 
from the Perſecutions ſhe was every day lia 

ble to from thoſe Emiſſaries the K 


Aſſent. After having concluded on her gor 
ing, they began to think that Diſtance would 
be ſo far from a Protection from thoſe Di- 
ſturbances ſhe would avoid, that being in 


any other Houſe than that of Madam de 


Monteſpan, would rather give an Opportuniz 


ty for them; they both determin'd that the 
Place of her Retirement ſhould be kept a 


Secret, and to that end a Coach, and only 
one Servant to attend it, was order d to be 
got ready at Midnight; and when all the Fa: 


mily were drown'd in er. the willing 2 
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began her Journey, with this Satisfaction 
in her o.π])n Mind, that ſhe eas d ae 's of 
a Load of . | 


£ n 5 4 4x; [ 
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. ſeven Leagues from ' Paris, that ſhe 


went, and ſhe reached there a little after 


Day break. Madamoiſelle de Valier, and her 


Husband, receiv'd her with all the Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy imaginable, tho? infinitely 
ſurpriz d at ſo unexpected a Vifit: She was 
perfectly well acquainted with their Secrecy 
and Diſcretion, and therefore made no Scru- 


ple of revealing the Cauſe which had induced 


r to come in that manner: and if before 
they had a very tender regard for her, it 
was now prodigiouſſy encreaſed by rheir 


Admiration of ber Virtue. 


8 E liv*d th them for wi i time in 


all the Contentments, imaginable— She par- 


took i in all the rural Diverſions of the Place; 


and having her mind once more at eaſe, 


N. one in all the little Aſſemblies that 
were form*d by the Gentry thereabouts. In 


ſpite of the diſtance from any great City, ſhe 
ound no want of Company; the Conver- 


ſation of Madamoiſelle de Valier was very en- 
gaging at home; and whenever ſhe had an 


Inclination to go abroad, the Houſe of Mon- 


fleur de I Amye was not above a Bow-ſhot off; 
there ſhe was always certain to meet good 
Company : for that Gentleman having been 
gone ſome time to Paris, in order to ſettle 


fome Affairs, and take poſſeſſion of an Eſtate 
* left him by his Father; his Wife en- 


deavour d 


The Self. Abandon d. 13 


* 


deavour'd to compenſate for his Abſence, by 


making Entertainments for all thoſe who had 
any pretence to Wit, of which ſhe was a 
reat Admirer——This Lady grew exceeding 
fond of Laſſelia in a ſhort time, nor was the 

other behind-hand in Acknowledgments for 
the Kindneſs ſhe receiv d from her—Thus 
every thing was eaſy, every thing was gay at 


* 


Collumiers, While the ſtill diſcontented Mon- 


teſpan languiſh'd at Paris in continual Diſ- 
quiets, and reſtleſs Perplexities; ſne found 


the Abſence of her Neice had added but lit- 


tle to her Endeavours of retrieving the 


eftrang'd Affections of the inconſtant King 


He was all Fury when firſt the News was 
brought him that Laſſelia had left the Town, 
and appear d diflatisfied that her Aunt pre- 

tended ignorance of the Cauſe This Diſguſt, 
by little and little, encreaſing, and heighten'd 


by her Jealouſies, which ſhe had not always 
Prudence enough to conceal, at laſt conver- 


ted into a mortal Hatred; and this great 


Favourite ſaw herſelf reduc'd to a Condition 


pityable by thoſe who envy'd her before: fo 


_ uncertain is a Happineſs founded on Paſſion, 


and depending on the {till wavering, ever- 
changing Vows of faithleſs Man! g 


T H E Felicity that Laſſelia all this while 
enjoy'd, was of another, and more durable 
Nature than that which Love, even at the 


| beſt, affords; her Pleaſures were unmix'd ; 


and pure, nor did ſhe ſo much as dream 


there was a Day of Woe in ſtore, which 


ſhou'd make her in vain look back, and wiſh 
for paſt Tranquillity: But now the time was 
10 55 | come, 


14 iLASSELTA: 0, 
| come, when her Indiffetence and boaſted 
'k Peace of Mind, were to be' no more; 


If Happening to bear Madam de Fange: at 


: ; : 5 JJ 
J rt ns: He te SR ER 


* 1s Ombre one Evening, accompany 'd by Mon- 
11 fieur de Valier, and his Lady, their Diverſion 
1 was on a ſudden interrupted by a Servant 
1 running haſtily into the Room, telling them 
1 bis Maſter and two other Gentlemen were 
it alited at the Gate. Tis not to be doubted 
4 | but that the Cards were immediately thrown 
| aſide, and every body roſe to receive them. 
1 The Welcome which Madam de! Amye gave 
11 | her long abſent Husband, was ſuch as was 1 
1 ſuitable to his great Merit, and long Ab- 4 
B ſence; and the Returns he made, apologiz d 7 
1 for the moſt violent Tranſport ſhe cou'd 
have expreſs'd : but theſe mutual Tender- 
Tt neſſes were but of a ſhorc Continuance ; the 
Ti Husband after having ſaluted all thoſe whom 
= he found in Company with his Wife, with all 
4 | | the Complaiſance and Gaiety imaginable, 
4 juſt as he came to Laſſelia, three Drops of 
tt | Blood fell from his Noſe, which ſtain'd a 
a || white Handkerchief ſhe happen'd to have in 
1 her Hand. This Accident occaſion'd a no 
iT! | | deal of pleaſant Raillery ; Monfieur de Va. 
lier told him, that had he been unmarried, $| 
this would have paſs'd for an Omen of a 4 
future Union between him and the young P 
Lady. Madamoiſelle his Wife, and the two 1 
Gentlemen who had accompany'd de ] Amye, 
made themſelves merry for a good while on 
this occaſion ; bur the Jet was not ſo agreea- 
ble ro Madamoiſelle de IL Amye as they, per- 
haps, imagined; being naturally pretty much 
addicted to Jealouſy, theſe kind of Diſcourſes 
4 end es 
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| gave her an Uneaſineſs which ſhe was not 


able to diſguiſe. Her Looks confeſs'd it, 
and her whole Behaviour was in a moment 


fo alter d, that not a Perſon in the Company 
but perceiv'd it, and gueſs d at the Cauſe. 


De Valier having been but a late Acquain- 


| tance, and till now entitely ignorant of her 


'Temper, was heartily vexed at what he 
had ſaid, and endeavour'd, by a thouſand 


Compliments, to reſtore her to her for- 
mer Good-humour; but the Poiſon had too 


great an Influence to be eaſily expell'd, ſhe 


knew her Husband to be of a Diſpoſition 
amorous enough, and the Charms of Laſ- _ 
ſelia were too prevailing, not to make her 


think there was a Probability, that what 
had been ſpoke in Raillery, might one Day 


Prove too true in Earneſt, ſhe fell into ſo 


deep a Reſwery, and appear'd ſo much diſ- 
fatisfy'd when any thing was offer d to 
rouze her from it, that Monſteur and Ma- 


damoiſelle de FValier thought it high time ta 
| take leave of her. Laſſelia being only intro- 
duc d by them, cou'd not do it without the 


Propoſal being firſt made by them, but was 


extreamly glad of the Motion, and from that 


moment reſolv'd never to make a Viſit there 
again. When they came home, nothing was 


ralk'd of but the Foibleſs of Madam, Who 


had expos'd her Ill- humour for fo trivial a 


Cauſe. Madamoiſelle de Valier laugh'd hearti- 


ly at it, but Laſſelia had Reflections more 
grave; ſhe was a little inclin'd to Superſti- 
tion, and cou'd not forbear thinking the 
bleeding of de Amye, juſt as he approach d 


her, was a Preſage of ſomething extraordi- 


nary: 


| 
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nary : Beſides, ſhe imagin'd ſomething withs 
in her bade her beware, nor truſt her Eyes 


to gaze on this dangerous Charmer. The 
- Diſorder ſhe was in when he firſt enter'd 


the Room, wou'd have been viſible to the 
Company, had any of them been at leiſure 


to regard it; and the Flutter which ſtill 


continued on her Spirits, confirm'd her, that 
the ſight of him had wrought an Effect on 
her ſhe had never felt before: but as ſhe was 
Miſtreſs of a vaſt deal of fine Reaſoning, ſhe 
exerted it all in examining from what Source 
theſe Diſorders proceeded; loth ſhe was to 
think ſhe was falling into a Paſſion ſhe had ſo 
long ridicul'd—and lother to imagine it. 
was for a Man for whom it was neither con- 


| ſiſtent with Virtue, nor-' Diſcretion, + to in- 


dulge its it impoſſible, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
that the ſeeing a Perſon ſo every way agree- 
able as de I Amye cou'd give me Shocks ſuch 
as, one wou'd think, cou'd only be inflited 
by the Appearance of ſome horrid Spectre, 
ſome frightful Enemy to Nature! What 


is there either in his Perſon or Behaviour to 


terrify ls not all about him lovely and 


engaging?— Oh! yes (cry'd ſhe after a little 
Pauſe) I ne er before beheld a Form fo per- 
fectly compleat, a Shape ſo exquiſite, Eyes fo 
bewitching, an Air ſo ſoft, fo charming, and, 
I too well remember, the fond Endearments 
he paid to Madam, firſt ſtruck my Soul with 
that chill Horror, which ever ſince remains. 
Had he been in the ſame Circumſtances with 
his two Companions, and receiv'd no other 
Welcome from that happy Woman, it would 


have been with Satisfaction alone I ſhou'd 


have 
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He, hafting into Tears, which it was impoſſible fer 


her to reſtrain) he is marry'd, and 'tis Madam 


ue PAmye only who! can look on him without 


Confuſion, ſuch as I endure. By theſe kind of 
Arguments ſhe was at laſt cofwinc'd, how fatal 
an Enemy to Repoſe, the fight of an Object 


too amiable may prove; hut tho ſhe reſolv d 
not to give Way to an Impreſſion ſo pernivi- 
dus, ſhe found it impoſſible to eraſe it; ſhe 

was ſtill thinking how happy ſhe might 6 how 


been if de Ame were unmarried, and 


willingly ſhe cou'd ſubmit to be a Wife, if 50k J 


ſuch another Man were to be found. In this 


manner would ſhe ſooth Imagination for a 
while ; but then a ſudden return of thoſe! un- 


eaſy Tremblings which, at firſt fight. of him, 
polleſs'd her, would put an end tb thoſe. ple 


ling Amuſements, and ſhe. wou'd ſtart like 
one in a Frenzy, and cry out, Oh! it wa not 


for nothing that tlioſe ominous Drops of Blood 
fell from him on my Handkerchief Fer- es 

not for nothing I was ſeiz' d with ſueh an un: 
uſual Horror Nor is it in vain that my 


Soul ſhrinks, and ſeems to dread a ſecond In 


terview bey are all, I fear, too ſure Pre- 
dictions of ſome fatal Conſoq uence. Then 
when ſhe had a little Vielded®e theſe diſturd d 
Emotions, as if aſham'd of the Weakneſs ſhe 


had been guilty of, wou'd ſhe ſummon up all 
her Refolution, and endeavour to overcome 


thoſe Terrors. Yer what, (teſum'd ſhe). what 


dan happen worthy of my Fears Whar 
Power has one, ſo much a Stranger as de Ame, 
to injure me? Perhaps Ine'er may ſee 


more; or if I 8 where wou d be the 
. Dp | Danger? 15 
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Danger? Thus did ſhe torment herſelf when 
ever ſhe was alone; and, in Company, appear'd 
the moſtalter'd in her Behaviour that ever was: 
all Diverſions grew taſteleſs to her, and thoſe 
Gaieties of Converſation which, in her Days 
of Indifference, ſhe: had the greateſt Reliſh for, 
were now ſtrip'd of all their Agreeable, and be- 
came rather teaz ing, than any way delightful. 
Nor is this at all to be wonder'd at; whoever 
has known any thing of Love, will eaſily con- 
feſs, that that Paſſion brings with it a conſe- 
quential Train of Images, ſufficient to fill the 
moſt extenſive Soul, and too ſtrong to ſuffer 


any Intermixture of Oppoſers. / 
THIS Change of Humour was too viſible, 
not to be taken notice of by all that knew her: 
Madamoiſelle de Valier was extremely troubled at 
it, and, imagining it proceeded from her living 
in a Retirement ſhe had not been accuſtom'd 
to, was fearful ſhe was falling into a Melan- 
choly, which might be dangerous; and there- 
fore endeavour'd to divert her by all the Means 
her Good-humour and Friendſhip cou'd invent. 
The other, tho Company was grown painful, 
and Solitude the only thing ſhe coveted, yet 
cou'd not be ſo rude and diſobliging as to re- 
fuſe the kind Invitations made her, on purpoſe 
to drive away thoſe Vapours with which ſhe 
ſeem'd to be overwhelm'd. 


ONE of thoſe Scenes of Gaiety, to which 
the Wife of Valier wou'd needs oblige Laſſelia 
to go, was to a Wedding which was to be ſo- 
lemniz'd at the Houſe of a Relation of her's, 

ſome Niles diſtant from that in — 
1 lived 


* 
* 


The Helf. Alando d. 19 


| / , 
| dq The Nuptials | were celebrated with a. 
great deal of Magnificence, all the Nobility 

and Gentry of. the Country, for many Leagues” 
round, being invited: Amongſt the Number 


3 + 2 1 


was Monſieur and Madam de P Ame. This Was 


the ſecond Time Laſſelia had ever ſeen him; 
bur if ſhe was not altogether ſo painfully 

alarm'd as at the firſt, ſhe 2 enough to make 
her know ſhe was agitated with Emotions, the 
Cataſtrophe of which ſhe had good cauſe todread., 
She cou d not forbear, however, indulging the 
ſweet Anxiety his Preſence gave, tho certain to 
condemn herſelf for it in his Abſence : She ex- 
amin d each particular Charm which ſhone” 
about his Form She liſten'd to every Word he 
ſpoke Stretch d wide each Faculty of her Soul, 
to take the whole of his Perfections in, till ſhe. 

became quite raviſh'd in Contemplation - 
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THE happen'd to dance together and 
the eaſy and graceful Manner in which he en- 
treated her to be his Partner, his fine Addreſs, 

and the ' Sprightlineſs' of Converſation with 
which he enrertain'd her, added to that Admi- 
ration ſhe before had been but too ſenſibly 
touch'd with for him. % 


AF T ER this, ſhe had frequent Opportu- 
| ties of ſeeing him; Madam de 2 * and de Valier 
having, at this Wedding, renew'd that Intima= 
: cy Which they formerly had together, and 
Which that little Pique Monſieur de Valier's 
Words occaſion'd, had for a time ſuſpended, 
the two Families were ſeldom aſunder—Laſſelia 
was always one among them, nor did ſhe any 
longer ſeem deſirous 5 Solitude: The Pleafure 
e N 2 5 ſhe 
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| herſelf uneaſy at thoſe Shocks which, every n 
and then, endeavour d to check the Tranſports. 


ſhe took in the Company of de Ame was too 


great robe reſiſted, nor did we any more make" 


the indulg*d—She thought it enough that ſho 


reſtrain'd her Wiſhes within the Bounds of 


S 


Modeſty ; and perceiving not the leaſt reaſon to 


imagine, by his Behaviour, char he would over. 
tempt her to tranſgreſs them, beliey'd ſhe. 
might, without a Crime, indulge herſelf in thoſe 
Felicities which at preſent appear d ſo mo- 
6 S233 | . ' 9 \ * l = 
cent Thus borne away with a Tide of De- 


light, which Kill encreas d from a nearer Con- 
verſation with him, all the Warnings of her 


good Genius were huſh'd, and her whole Soul. 


was overwhelm'd with Paſſion——Hence. fol- 


low'd wild Defires !———Tumultuous Emo- 


tions The God of Love exerted” his ut- 


moſe Force, and prov'd how 0 it is, 
Wi 1 


ie Was in; and tho the greateſt Security ſhe 


„ 


nguiſhments—Nor were her /leeping Thoughts 
the only -ones that err'd this way ; waking, the 
Charmer was ever in her View; ſhe talk'd to 
him, form'd Anſwers ſuch as *twas probable he 
Might in reality have made, had he been pre- 
” 5 ſent 
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ſert———Nay;. wap 4 in the extatick Contem- 
plation, Went ſo, ar ſometimes (as ſhe aſter- 
wards confeſs'd). as to kiſs, embrace, and poſ- 
ſels, in Idea, a thouſand nameleſs Joys, which 
Love too ſoon inſpires a Notion of : but theſe” 
Exceſſes we'll ſuppoſe ſhe permitted only, when 
ſhe found there was a Neceffiry by chearing her 
languid Spirits with an imaginary Bliſs, to 
preſerve her from falling into a real Deſpair - 
tis certain that at her guarded Hours, Ho- 
nour was her chiefeſt Aim; nor wou'd ſhe 
have wiſh'd to have been belov d by de F Amye, 
had ſhe not thought herſelf ſure of con- 


1 Miſtreſs of her Reſolution —— But, 


alas! how little do they know the Hazard 
they run, who depend on their own Strength 
alone for Protection. Love ig a ſubtle, and a 
watchful Deceiver, and dire&s the Votary he 
deſigns to bleſs, to make the Attack when 
the Fair is leaſt capable of Reſiſtance. It was 


in one of thoſe longing, wiſhing Moments, al- 


ready mentioned, when the amorous Laſſelia 


extended. at her length on a fine graſſy Bank, 
canopy' d o'er with ſhading Jeflamins, and 
ſpreading Vines, was told a Meſſenger waited 
with. a Letter, which, by no means, he wou'd 
deliver into any hand but her own: She was 
unwilling to quit the fweet Retirement ſhe 
was in, and careleſly order'd the Perſon 
ſhou'd come to her, imagining it was ſome 


bod ſent from Madam de Monteſp an, an d gave ö 


herfelf but little Concern wha: the Mandate 
might contain: But when ſhe received it from 
the Meſſenger, who ſeem'd to be a Country- 
Fellow, and knew the Hand to be de PAmye's, 


which ſhe had often ſeen before in Songs and 5 


little 
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preſs the Surprize ſhe was in 


what I feel 
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littl 


* 


imagine on What occaſion he ſhou'd write to 


| her, and was once or twice about to return it 


unopened to the Hand that brought it; but her 
311 Fate repell'd thoſe Dictates of her Guardian 


Angel, and confus'd and trembling, now bluſn - 
ing with Shame, then pale with Fear, ſne 
broke the fatal Seal, and read theſe Line. 


5 To the Divine LASSE Fr ; 


E AVEN, Love, and the more 5 


hopeleſs ; but, like Oil pour d on Flames, all my 


Endeavours ſerve but to make the aſpiring Blaze 
more violent, and now tis grown as impoſſible to le 


couceal'd, as it is to be overcome burn, con- 


fume, and die, in imuard Agonies——Pardon this 


Declaration the World, alas the prying, 
judging World————will ſoon diſcover the Secret in 
my alter d Looks; but a Day more, perhaps, and I 


ſbou d have been reported Laſſelia's Slave, before 


Laſſelia's ſelf had known i. and I uon d not, 
methinks, have you, who caus'd, the laſt, 10 pity 


Mercy in your Soul, that, whether jon will or no, 
will induce you to. compaſſionate a Deſpair which 


the wretched Circumſtance I am in forbids me to hope 


» 


you will relieve But whatever Sentence you are 
pleaſed to inflict ou me, let me from your own Mouth 


receive it, and I ſhall never repent that I am 


ordain d, Your Everlaſting Adorer, 
| Del Ame. 


Pieces of Poetry; what Tongue can ex- 
She could not 


* 


Charms of the adorable Laſſelia, are not to 
be withſtvod ! long have I ſtruggled with a Paſſion 
which is not the Teſs unvanquiſhable,* becauſe it is 


II am perſuaded there is a Stock of 
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* 


had ſhe endeavoured it, to conceal the ſwift 
Viciſſitudes of her rolling Thoughts while read- 


ing; alternate Joy and Shame, Surprize and 


Fear, and ſometimes a Start of virtuous Pride 
and Indignation, ſparkled in her Eyes a 
thouſand different Paſſions ſueceeded one ano- 


ther in their turns all too fierce to be 
reſtrainꝰd, and too ſudden to admit Diſguile. 
But, alas! ſhe took no care to do it; ſhe ſuſ- 


pected not that ſhe had a dangerous Obſeryer 
in the Perſon who deliver d her the Letter; nor 
?tis poſſible, in the Confuſion ſhe was in, re- 
member'd any body was near her Again ſhe 
attempted to read over the dear ſurprizing 
Lines, but had not power; the ſtrange Diſor- 


der of her fluttering Heart, depriving the Blood 
of its uſual Circulation, all her Limbs forgot 
their Function, and fhe ſunk fainting on the 


Bank, in much the ſame Poſture ſhe was in before 
ſhe had rais'd herſelf a little to take the Letter. 


How much wou'd ſuch a Sight have tranſported 


de F Amye !—How much did it tranſport him! 
for it was no other than himſelf, who, diſguis'd 


in the Habit of a Ruſtick, had been his own 
(Meſſenger, and was Witneſs of all the different 


Agitations his Declaration had occaſfion'd—— 
Encourag d by them, and tis probable by fome 
Glances he had before obſerved - and prompted 
buy his own violent Deſires, which, from the- 
firſt Moment he beheld her, had taken poſſeſſion 
of his Soul; all thoſe little Fears, and diſtant 
Ae, which generally accompany Love in its 
beginning, were no more. He threw. off his 


upper Garment, and a black Peruke which 
* | „„ had 
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1 'T. wou'd have been impoſſible for Laſſelia, 
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Lass LIA- 0, 
had ſerv'd him as a Diſguiſe, and flinging him- 
ſelf down by her, with a'thoufabl Riffs and 
Embraces, at once reſtor'd her to that Senſe 
-ſhe had ſo lately loſt, and ſnew d her the De- 
iceit he had been guilty of- It was in. vain-ſhe 
ſtruggled to riſe· in vain that ſhe endeavourd 
to repel the ſoft Endearments of his Lips and 
Arms; her Eyes confeſs d the unwilling Tranſ- 
port of her Soul, and told him all he wiſh'd to 
ask: nor was the [ſcrupulous of letting her 
= know how well he was acquainted with his 
= {Happineſs he made her ſenſible of it by a 
11 7 thouſand Liberties, which a Man who! had not 
19 | been certain of Forgiveneſs, . wou'd not have 
tf dared to take=— She had too much Frankneſs 
= in her Nature, and had been too little accuſto- 
Hd med to Artifice, to be able co diſguiſe her Sen- 
= timents in a Juncture like this Surprixe at 
1 ffirſt had depriv'd her of all thoſe neceſſary Cau- 
14 | tions ſhe wou'd- elſe have made uſe: of; and 
. now Love! tranſported, raptur'd Love! wou'd , 


"on not ſuffer her to have recourſe. to them 
1 Trembling and panting, twixt Deſire and Fear, 
= at laſt ſhe lay reſiſtleſs in his Arms, with faul- 
1 tering Accents confeſs'd a mutual Ardor; and 
= if he did not obtain the higheſt Favour ſhe 
1 cou d grant, he had too much to boaſt of, to 
= fear ſhe cou'd deny him any thing; and tis 
1 ; | Probable that he had not left her without the 
F | utmoſt Gratification of his Wiſhes, had he not 
> been, apprehenſive of a Diſcovery either from 
Madam de Vahier, or ſome of the Family, whom 
due Coolneſs of the Evening might invite to that 
1 Palace, and which was not a great diſtance from 
the Houſe——He wou'd not part, however, 
till he had engag'd a Promiſe from her to make 
„„ ig him 
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Kin fully 'bleſt the next Opportunity mend 
offer; Which, as he told her, was his Fault, if 


not contriv d with a Speed ſuitable to the Im- 


patience of the Love he pPagns. . 


"my doubt | not but chi early \Condeſcenfioh > 
Lapehed will be of ſo g Prejudice to her 


Character, that it will take off the Pity which 
is really due to the Mis fortunes it brought 


her; and I have uchi to Modes, 8 het Ber 
uppre n of a Paſſion. 


half, but that. the long 
which ſhe had always conſider'd as fruitleſs, 

now on' a ſudden let looſe, was beyond the 
Power of Reaſon to reftrain——To add to this, 


tho” both, I am afraid, will ſeem; too weak to. 


excuſe her, neyer was Man ſo'form'd to charm 
as de P Ame. J have heard ſeveral of his own 
Sex who knew him, aver they never ſaw an L 
thing ſo lovely, an Air ſo noble, ſo majeltick, 


and withal ſo ſoft and tender Eyes ſo bewitch- 


ing——a Shape ſo excellent——ſuch a Harmony 


of Parts ſuch an agreeable Regularity through 


out the whole Then for his Wit and Conver- 
ſation, it was not to be equall'd— 
perfect a Maſter in the Art of Perſuaſion, that 
whoever would reſolve on any thing, muſt be 


ſure not to hear him plead againſt it; ſo impoſ- 


* 


ſible was it to diſſent from hjm in Argument, or 
continue in any Opinion he ſeem'd to dilap- 


prove One of the many Letters which 


paſs d between him and Laſelia, being found 
among ſome other Papers ſince both their 
Deaths, may give ſome little Iden of what he 
was: which, tho it was writ by a Woman in 
Love to Madneſs, and one who. had abandon'd 
Wl things tor her wana has been DT 
e 


he was ſo 
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ed by thoſe of cooler Sentiments, and conſe- 
quently better capable of judging, to be no 


..Lov'd, and moſt Ador'd de Þ Ampe. 
YOU commaud me to tell you, my Dear, my firft, 


© my only, my everlaſting Love ! in what manner I 
paſs my Hours in your Abſence—'tis a 42. N I 


know not how to auſwer—— for, methinks, I am 
ne ver abſent from you—l have your Image ever in 


| my Iiew-——your Voice always in my Ear. ſo 


e does Nee en Heſs me, that believing jou 
indeed are preſent, I ſtretch my Arms to claſp the 
dear Ihufion, and only then am undeceived, when 
back they. come, and miſs the warm Embrace 
O to what an elevated Height does Love, like mine, 
tranſport the Soul J. a thouſand times I have ask d 
myſelf which of your Charms had moſt the Power to 
move me———which of my Senſes receiv'd the nobleſt 
Pleafure——and in Idea travelled through all the 
mazy Wouders of your Mind and Perſon, but never 
cou d decide the mighty Conteſt—all were alike en- 
chanting /—al] equally tranſporting —Laſft Night em- 
ploying my fond Thoughts in their uſual Contempla- 
tion, a Standiſh happening to be on the Table, I took 
up the Pen, which, without the Aid of any Muſe to 
wide it, run into theſe Lines, which I have ventur d 
to call 1 . 


42210 The Impoſſibility ; or, the Combar 


bf the SENSES. 


When on thy Form 1 feaſt my raviſh'd Eye ! 


Lian no 


3 ot . 


Blifs con d Mumt of Sight ſupply ; 


The ednet 


or, aid the Mufick of thy Voice I bear, | 
- 2M Soul is all collefted'in my Ear! 9 
What envious Darkneſs wou d in vain det, 91 
V attentive Faculty does well ſupply : ? 
Thy Charms are ſich, each can _ Kor the "ft, 
And all by one is to the Senſe expreſt ; 
Whither thou ſpeak ſt in Looks, or ſmil  inWords, 
De preſent Joy no higher Wiſh afford: 
But when——O! who Infinity can Jpeak! © 9 
Imagination owns it ſeif too weak, - 54 
When with fond circling Graſp my ſtraining Magi 
Preſs, to my Boſom, thy whole Heav'it of Charms 
M hen all ! at once ! the thouſand Ways I my 
Which make, indeed, Divinity in Love! © 
My raviſh'd Heart tumultuous Plea ſure ſwells, 
| Nor Fear, nor Shame, th unruly Rapture quells i a 
With wild Delight each hurry d Senſe alarm 5 _ 
Tis Inſolence to ſay which moſt is chamm d: 


Each Look, each Mord, each Tuuch, each mehing , 


Gives raving Extaſy l- diſtrafling Bliſs 1 911 
Amidſt that Sea of Wonders Thought is M, 55 
My Soul no more can nice Diſtinction boaſt z © i 

Exceſs of Tranſport does itſelf n 


Aud Life flies trembling from th ferpouring Ju" 


_ Let the kind Meaning excuſe the bad Poe 
Deficiency of Pxpre on : For, O! Town 10 27 
can reach thy th—there are two Things in Na- 
ture which never can be deſcribed by Art; and they 
| _are, that Profufion of Perfectiont thou art ſtor d with, 
and my Adoration of them——but if thou would 


gueſs at the latter, haſten to my Arms, for tis 0 | 


there thou canſt have any juſt Notion how m 
how truh thou art Maſter of the Soul of chy. - 


 Ever-Paſlionate, Ever-Tender, Ever-F add 
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B U T, to return: The unthinking Fair was 
no ſooner left alone, and had leiſure to reflect 
on what the Hurry of her Spirits had before 
prevented her from doing, than ſhe reproach'd 
herſelf for ſuffering the Secret of her Soul to be 
ſo eaſily diſcover d by him from whom ſhe ought 
moſt to have conceal'd it But, alas! ſhe 
now had gone too far in the fatal Labyrinth of 
heedleſs Paſſion, to know how to retreat; and 
the Arguments he had made uſe of to perſuade 
her it was no Crime to bleſs a Love ſo perfect 
as his, had the ſame Effect they ordinarily 
work d on all whom he endeavoured to bring to 
his Opinion; to make her think as he did and 
the greateſt Matter of Concern to her, was that 
ſhe fo ſoen had condeſcended - She fear d the 
eaſy Attainment, of his Wiſhes, wou'd, in a lit- 
dle time make her feem cheap in his Eſteem— 
and ſuch an Apprehenſion was a Dagger to her 
' Soul ; ſhe. reſoly'd, therefore, that in ſpite of 
the Promiſe ſhe had made him, to delay the 
Performance of it, and put him off till Time, 
Aſſiduity, and ſome further Proofs of his Since- 
rity, ſhould render her yielding more the Effect 
of Gratitude than Inclination— This, tis poſſi- 
ble, ſhe might have endeavoured; tho', if we 
conſider the little Government ſhe had of her 
A Paſſion, tis ſcarce to be believ'd ſhe wou'd have 
deen able to accompliſh, if an unexpected Sum- 
. mons to Paris had not broke all her Meaſures, 
and left her no Choice but either to run im- 
mediately into the Arms of de PAmye, or quit 
all Thoughts of him for ever The very next 
Morning, after the Evening ſhe had paſt ſome 
Part of it in the manner already deſcribed, ſhe 
BT received 


£  * 
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received a Letter from her Aunt, Madam de 
: Monteſpan ; the Contents of which were thelg1. 


FR... L 4s 8 E L TA. 


5 1e you 1 left Paris, as you pretend you did, merely 
for the ſake of my Repoſe, you will make no Diffi- 
culty in returning to it, when you ſhall know it is my 
Iniereſt calls e unjuſt King has treated me 
in a manner I ſhould diſdain to acknowledge, were 
there not an abſolute Neceſſity you ſhou*d know it 
T have either been betray d by ſome I have put Con- 
dence in, or my ill Genius has whiſper'd him, that 1 
have but deceived him in feigning an Ignorance to 
what Part of the Country you are retir d Since you 
leſt me, I have never receiv'd any Mark of bis for- 
mer Favour and of late (what vill not arbitrary 
Authority dare J) he has, even to my Face, avow'd 


* 55 . 1 F k > 
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his Paſſion——Laſt night he left me with "Menaces, X 
ſuch as I too well know him not to dread, that 1 þ 
ſhou'd dearly repent my Attem of eluding him by an by 
Artifice too ſhallow not to be ſeen through—ln fine, I 4 


perceive every day my Court decręaſe I am no longer 
ſollicited no Ns hurry*d with the Attendance of - 
petitioning Courtiers : ſure Marks of a declining Fu- 
 vourite——all that can re-eſtabliſh me in my former 
I Intereſt with him, is your Return can boldly 
1 demand a Support for my Ambition; when I conſent 
| ro the Deſtruction of my Love, and to the Death of 
= my own Hopes bring a belov 1 Rival to his At mit 
Make haſte, therefore, thou fatal Beauty! to Paris, 
to the fight of an adering, impatient Monarch; a 
Monarch, who wants but Conſtancy to make him | 
equal with the Angels —=Bafte, I ſay, to bleſs 
bis Eyes 1 ak 9 rap him happy, in Part | 5 
> JOB reiriepe | 7 
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retrieve the r Jou bave, tho n n. 
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Vnforrunate 


MONTESPAN- 


PP. 8. Doe, if poſſi be, TY ae b Expedition 
as you went——1 have ſent this Moment to Z 


Royal Lover, to acquaint him I haue diſcover d 
where. you are, and that I expect you to- mor- 

5 lay it am, un wiſh to ſee my 
Ruin. 


SUC H . as hats was as vexatious, 


as it was ſurptizing to the Perſon who receiv'd 
- t—Had her Inclinations been in the very ſame 


Poſition as when ſhe left Paris, ſhe wou'd have 
been far from conſenting to return to it, on 


the Terms propos'd ; but as her Heart was 


now entirely taken up with the 'Thoughts of 
de P Amye, to endure the Addrefles of another, 


was deteſtable to her Love gave this happy 


Favourite infinitely the Preference- in her E- 


ſteem, over the greateſt and moſt agreeable Mo- 


narch in the Warld—To be the Miftreſs of de 
Aye, tho in a Cottage, ſhe look d on as a Bleſ- 


ſing ſuperior to all the ambitious Views which 


_ tempted her in the Embraces of a King; but 


reſolved, if poſſible, not only to find ſome Expe- 
dient utterly to eſcape what was her Awerfon, 
but alſo to delay the Gratification of her Miſbes 
till Time ſhou'd render them more excuſable— 
To this end, ſhe communicated Madam de Mon- 

teſpan s Letter to Monſieur de Valier and his 
Wife, * their Advice, how ſhe 2 

avoi 


— 


The Seen a. 


ng a Dan ger Ki hich fo imminently threaten'd 
er ville 


efuſing to return to Paris, than thoſe which 
had ol oþl eh 'd her to quit It, an alto ether igno- 
rant of what had paſs? 95 bet Ren her and de 


. applauded her Refourion; ; and told her, 
/ | that they cou'd not enough extol her Bravery ; 
ok Soul, who, to preſerve her Honour, cou'd be 


blind and deaf to all the enchanring Charms 


of Power anc Grandeur, and chuſe father to 
be bury'd in an innocent Obſcurity, than . 
the Envy of the World in guilty Greatneſs. 

1 ſo pleaſing 


Theſe Encomjums were not per 
to Loſſelia as they imagin'd ; a Conſciouſneſs o 
not meriting what they ſaid, embitter'd all the 


Sweets ſuch Praiſes, if deſery'd, wou'd haye 


beſtow's : therefore waving all that might re- 
mind her how really Criminal ſhe was, While 
ſhe appear'd all Virtue, ſhe begg'd them to 
think of ſome Method by which ſhe might e- 
vade the Commands. of 8 Hip de Monteſpan, 
and the Sollicitations of the King. This was 
no ſmall Difficulty to bring to paſs, it was not 
to be doubted, ſince that ran f had been 05 


vail'd upon to ſacrifice her Love to her Am- 


bition, ſo far as to become an Interceſſor; but 
ſhe wou d proceed to compaſs what ſhe 9 


at, by all imaginable Meaſures It ſeem'd 
therefore an Impoſſibility that Laſſelia cou d 


be any more ſafe at Columiers, than at Paris; 


but where ſhe ſhou'd retire, or on whoſe Fide- 


lity ſhe cou'd depend for Concealment, was 


nor Monſieur. knew of any body on whom they 


dared OO] in "my Affair of ſo much Conſe- 
1 JE, 


| The noble-minded Pair, little 
| imagining. that ſhe had apy other Reaſons for 


the e Neither Madamoiſelle de Valier, 
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1 | 27 which, if divulg d. or by ay Acci- 3 

4 | dent diſcover d, might involve.the Perſons con- J 

= cerned in it, in the Diſpleaſure of a King, who 3 

. | "was not of .a Humour to pardon Indignities of F 

: iþ this nature. Laſſelia perceiving they were in L 
þ — a Pauſe, and uncertain what; to adviſe her to, 
by 'and knowing very well ſhe muſt immediately 

ut | reſolve on ſomething, ſpoke 'to them in this 

1 manner: Since (ſaid ſhe) the only Perſon on 

= | Earth, from whom I cou'd have expected Shel- 

1 ter from the King's Addreſſes, has been drawn 

4 to a Reſolution to betray me to him, it will 


be in vain to hope that, by tarrying here, I can 
eſcape the Snares laid for me; Arbitrary Power 
can eaſily find Means to force me hence: I will 
therefore go where, I believe, I may promiſe 
myſelf an unknown, and therefore ſafe Retreat ; 
and becauſe I will not oblige either of you to 
the Conſtraint of an Untruth, for, doubtleſs, 
vou will not paſs unexamin'd, I will not ac- 
. quaint you with the Place of my Retirement, till 
the Noiſe of my having left you is entirely over. 
Theſe Words gave a good deal of Satisfaction 
to the Perſons they were addreſs'd to, being 
unwilling to be brought under the Diſpleaſure 
of the King by detaining her, and more un- 
willing to yield her up a Victim to his unwar- 
rantable Paſſion——They preſently imagin'd it 
was to ſome Monaſtery ſhe wou' d fly for Refuge, 
and commended her Diſcretion in concealing 
the Name of it; well knowing, that if it were 
diſcover'd, not eyen that holy Sanction would 
avail againſt the united Commands of the King 
and Madam de Monteſpan, and the very Religious 
themſelves be ſcrupulous of entertaining a Per- 
ſon in oppoſition to their Power. „ 
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let Monſieur and Madamoiſelle de Valiær con- 
tinue in their Opinion that it was ſo, and they 
all concluded that ſhe ſhould leave their Hoy 

the next Night. She told them ſhe would de- 
part in the Habit of a Pilgrim, and for the firſt 
Night take up her Lodging at a common Ian, 
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Br I doubt nat but the Reader will egf- 
ly gueſs it was not to be a Recluſe that Laſſelia 
intended: however, ſhe was willing enough to 


from which ſhe knew how to get conveniency 
ro 1 Ip to the Place ſhe deſign d to go tos 


and for t 
teſpan, Madamoiſelle ſhould write to her, taking 


no notice that ſhe knew any thing of her having 


order'd Laſſelia's Return; but to acquaiat her; 


that that young Lady had left Collumiers un- 


known to any body ; and that both herſelf and 


e better deceiving Madam de Moy- 


Husband were in the greateſt Conſternatien 


1maginable what was become of her, and for 
what Cauſe ſhe had, in ſuch a manner, quitted 
a Family, whoſe Care it had been to uſe her 
with all poſſible Reſpe&. This Contrivance 
was applauded by all concern'd in it; and Ma- 
damoiſelle immediately went about providing a 


Pilgrim's Habit with the utmoſt Secrecy, and 
Caution, for not one of the Servants were tg 
be truſted with lk, : | 15 


IN the mean time, Laſſelia had her Thoughts 


full of Confuſion; it was to de /' Amye ſhe had 
determin'd to go; his Arms were her intended 


Sanctuary, and his Love her Aſylum ; hut how 


do let him know what had befallen her, was a 


Perplexity ſhe knew not how to remove: To 


having 


write ro him, was ” Impaſſibility, without 
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LASSELIA: or, 
having the Affair known to the whole Country; 


and, as if Fortune had a deſign to contradict 
her Inclinations, he happen'd not to come to 


de Valier's: All Things being ready, and the 


Evening appointed for her Departure arriv'd, ſne 
grew almoſt diſtracted what Courſe ſhe ſhould 
take; her going was unavoidable, unleſs re- 
nouncing all ſhe had ſaid, and blaſting her own ſe- 


eret Wiſhes, ſhe could have contented herſelf to 
remain there till a ſecond Mandate, back'd with 


' Force, ſhould have oblig'd her Return to Paris. 


And' where to go ſhe knew not, nor could 


think of any plauſible Pretence whereby ſhe 
might advertiſe de  Amye of her Proceedings: 


The Diſtraction of her Mind ſhow'd itſelf in 


her Countenance, ſhe was ready to ſink with 
Apprehenſion what might happen to her, wan- | 
dring alone, a Stranger, and uncertain where 


ſhe ſhould find Shelter, even from the Wea- 
ther While Madamoiſelle de Valier was help- 
ing to dreſs her like a Pilgrim, ſhe trembled, 
and had ſcarce Strength to ſuffer any thing to 
be done; but this paſs'd for the Trouble ſhe 


was in, at being oblig*d to depart from them in 


a manner fo odd; and, with much ado, ſhe 

was at laſt equipt. The Care of Monſieur and 
his Lady had diſpatch*d all the Servants, ſome 
one way, ſome another, that when the fair Pi- 


grim was to make her Exit, there was nobody 
in the Houſe but them three. The Parting was 


extremely moving ; Madamoiſelle held her in her 


'Arms for ſome time, without being able to let 


her go, while the other ſeem'd as unwilling to 


get looſe, till Monſieur reminding. them, that 


probably ſome of the Family might return, and 
diſappoint all the Meaſures they had taken, 


they 
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| they broke with mutual Tears from one an- 
z other's Embrace. The Lady retir'd to her 
Cloſet, to pray for a good Event of this, as ſhe 
thought, pious Fraud; and her Husband con- 
duced the diſguis'd Fair-One to the Road 
where ſhe deſir d him to leave her, aſſuring 
him, ſhe would write by the firſt Opportunity, 


| to give notice ho ſhe was, tho not where ſhe 


THE Reader's Imagination here muſt help 
mee out, for Words wou'd be inſufficient to re- 
| preſent what twas Laſſelia endur'd, when left 
1 alone; all that one can think of Dread !—of 
Anxiety, was ſhort of her enduring She 
1 was naturally timorous; and having never been 

expose d to any Dangers, now all at once to 
brave ſo many, was more than all the Reſolu- 
tion ſhe had muſter'd up could enable her: 
She accuſed de / Amye of Ingratitude, and Cold- 
neſs, that he had not been at de Falier's theſe 
two Days —— Oh ! ( ſaid ſhe to herſelf.) had he 
lov'd with that Ardency as he i pretended, a 
Sympathy of Souls wou'd have brought him — 
By Intuition he would have known I was about 
to do ſomething that requir'd his Aid——ls 
Love a Divinity, and does any Spark of it in- 
form his Breaſt, and not by ſome ſecret Impulſe 
warn him, that his Laſſelia has, for his fake, | 9 
| abandon'd herſelf to all that can be thought of | 1 
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Miſery, and Horror? Thus did ſhe upbraid x 
the | Paſſion that poſlels'd her, while wandring y 
up and down the Fields; for the Fears fhe was 0 
in, wou'd not ſuffer her to keep the Road—— f 


The fight of any Paſſengers, tho at a diſtanee ,.. 
terrify'd her beyond expreſſion; ſhe imagin'd -— 
FR 3 „„ that, 


1 


36 ENTSSKLII: &, 
that, if ſeen, ſhe ſhou'd be known in ſpite of 
her Diſguiſe, and her diſtracted Apprehenſion 
fortn'd a thouſand. Ideas of Danger all fright- 
fal, and hidevus to Nature The Darkneſs 
coming on, enereaſed them, and ſhe would 
now have given all the World to have been in 
ſome Place of Shelter; but ſhe was wholly un- 
acquainted: with the way to any Inn, and be- 
ing ſtray d a good diſtance from the Road, was 
hopeleſs of finding it. Tis probable, in her 
reſent Fears, ſhe would have return d to de 
alier's, had ſhe known her way back: but 
that was alſo impoſſible ; and as. fhe had run 
| herfelf into this Misfortune, there was nothing 
for her to do, but patiently to bear whatever 
miglit be the Conſequence. It would be too 
tedious to fepeat the Lamentations ſhe made, 
or the various Turns of Anguiſh which the diffe- 
rent Paſſions created in her Soul. So I ſhall only 
ſay, that when it grew quite dark, ſhe with 
drew to a little Copſe, which ſhe found in the 


middle of the Field; and there covering herſelf | 


as well as ſlie cou'd with her Pilgrim's Weed, 
lay all Night on the Earth, no other Bed than 
a few fallen Leaves, nor Canopy, than the Skies. 
Hard Lodging for a young Lady bred in all the 
Delicacies of the moſt pompous and magnifi- 
eent Court of Europe: 


IJ IS eaſy: to believe ſhe reſted not much, 
her Griefs and Uneaſineſſes were of a nature 
too violent to admit the Influence of the Gd 
of Sleep, nor did the Dawn afford her any Con- 
ſolation, ſhe was ſtill in the ſame wretched 
State; and after, caſting in her Mind a thou- 
land various Projections, which all ſeem'd im- 
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| ſame ſpriggy Subſtance which had thrown her, 


The Self- Abandor'd. 


poſſible to accompliſh, ſhe laid herſelf down a- 
gain, quite ſtupid: with her Griefs ; reſolving; as 


much as ſhe had power of reſolving on any 
thing, to riſe no more. 4 


BUT ſhe had not continued long in this 
Lethargy of Thought, before ſhe was rouz'd' 
from it by a ſudden and loud Noiſe of Horſes, 
Hunting-Horns, and a great Cry of Dogs; 
they ruſh'd juſt by the Place ſhe was in, and 
had not the Gentlemen been too eager on their 
Game to regard any thing elſe, ſhe muſt needs 
have been diſcover'd by them, as they paſs d, 
in ſpite of her leafy Covert. The unexpected 
Sound made her ſtart at firſt hearing; but lift- 
ing up her Head a little, as much as ſhe had 
Courage, and perceiving what it was that had 
occaſion'd it, ſhe ſlunk down again, trembling 
for fear ſhe ſhou'd be ſeen, and continu'd in 
that Poſture for ſome time: at laſt, hearing no- 
thing but the ruſtling of the Leaves blowtt to 


and fro by the Winds, ſhe once more ventur'd 


to riſe, and walk; not that ſne had any hope 


of mending her Condition, but to ſeek a Place 


more remote to die in. She had not gone many 


Paces from the Copfe, which had been her Ha- 


biration that Night, before ſhe ſaw a Man on 


Horſeback, riding leiſurely croſs the Field juſt 
oppoſite to her—— All the Terrors her con- 
fas'd Imagination had created, return'd with 
double Force at this Sight; and endeavouring 
to avoid him with too much Precipitation, her 
Feet happen d to be entangled with ſome buſhy' 
Twigs that lay in the way, and down ſhe fell. 
She wou'd have roſe nimbly enough, but the 


ſtill 
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30 Lass LIAN OC | 
{ill hung about her, and all ſhe cou'd do was 
inſufficient to diſengage herſelf, till the Gentle- 
man, perceiving the Accident, alited from his 
Horſe, and ran to her Aſſiſtance: But how 
ſhall 1 ſer forth, as it deſerves, that vaſt Ex- 
ceſs of inſupportable, unutterable Joy! which 
ruſh'd at once into her Soul, when looking up; 
ſhe ſaw in the Perſon ſhe had fled, him whom to 
meet ſhe had run ſo many Dangers ;. her dear, her 


ador d de PAnye—The ſwift Viciſſitude from the 
Extreme of one Paſſion to another was too vio- 


lent for her Weakneſs to ſuſtain——it took away 
all power of Utterance, or of Motion. Mada- 
moiſelle de Valier had fo artificially diſguis'd her, 
that till finding ſhe was fainting away, he began 
to pull the things from her Face, in order to 

give her Air; he knew not to whom it was that 
Pity and Good- nature had engag' d him to do 
that good Office: But when the Face of Laſſe- 


lia was diſcover'd, the ſame,” or if poſſible, a 


greater degree of Tranſports than ſhe had felt, 
were now his Turn to experience——both were 
too much loſt in Rapture to expreſs it by any 

other way than Kiſſes, Embraces, and all the 


fond Endearments of mutual Extaſy——Words 


were too poor, too mean Acknowledgments 
of the unbounded Bliſs of ſuch a Meeting —— 


nor cou'd they, for ſome Minutes, be able to 


relate to each other the means by which it came 


to paſs, till Curioſity claiming a ſhare in his 


other Emotions, he contented himſelf to give a 


little Truce to the tumultuous Pleaſure he en- 
joy'd in her Embraces, to eaſe his Wonder at 
ſeeing her in that Garb and Place ; which ſhe, 
endeavouring to recolle& herſelf, as much as 


poſſible, oblig d him in, by ſhewing e ; 


1 
3 


— 


the Houſe of de Valier Such a iſcovery muſt 


have been an addition, if it cou'd.have admitted 
of any, to the Paſſion he profeſt for her to 
fly from the Embraces of a King, to loſe for 
_ ever all the Advantages ſhe might have expected 


from the Favour of ſo great a Lady as Madam 


de Monteſpan; and to endure ſuch Terrors, ſuch 


certain Hardſhips as had been her Portion the 
Night before, and might have continued on her 


till Death had put an end to them, had not 
Chance directed him that way, only for the un- 
certain Hopes of finding a ſafe Harbour in his 
Arms at laſt, was ſuch a Proof of condeſcending 


Tenderneſs, of Love the moſt ſublime, the moſt 


violent that ever was, that he confeſs'd it far 


ſurpaſs*d all poſſibility of a return, and grew 
even painful to a grateful, generous Heart, 


Which, he ſaid, had not the means to thank, as 


it deſerv'd, ſuch a profuſive Waſte of laviſh' 
Kindneſs But Laſſelia ſoon remov'd that 
Diſcontent, by aſſuring him ſhe ſhou'd think 
herſelf more happy in the Conqueſt of his 
Heart, than in that of the whole World ; and 
that all ſhe entreated of him, ſhou'd be Con- 


ſtancy. This little amorous Conteſt being over, 


ſhe began gently to reproach him for the want 
of that Impatience, which, by herſelf, ſhe knew. 
was incident to Love. How cou'd you, (ſaid 


ſhe) after ſo many tender Declarations on your 


Side, and Condeſcenſions on mine, have the In- 
humanity to keep two long Days from the only 


Place where you cou'd expect to fee me? Had 


you been kind enough to have ſought me at 
de Valier's, what thouſand Afflictions __ 
| | | 1 
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de Monteſpan's Letter, and acquainting him with 
the Reaſons Why ſhe had left if «A and ſince 
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ſay'd me all the Terrors of this laſt cruel 
Night bad been unfelt, and in their room I had 
been poſſeſt of Joys inconceivable—Bliſs without 
a Name, and which is no where to be found 
but in the Preſence of my ador'd de P Amye. You 


do well, ; (reply'd he, teuderly HARE her) you do 
well, my Angel! by the divine Softneſs of your 
laſt Words, to make me Reparation for the In- 
juſtice of your former ones -O! did you know 


an hat a Rack of high-rais'd Expectation I was 


kept, you would not blame, but pity me—to a 


Man - in my Circumſtances, Opportunities are 


ſcarce; nor cou'd I, in all that Age of Hours, 
which you call but two Days, find one which I 
cou'd hope wou'd bleſs me, till, mad with the 
Delay,-I contriv'd a Hunting-Match, and inyi- 
ted de Valier to be Partaker of it, and at the 


1 


company at our Houſe, till the Chaſe ſhou'd be 


over. I flatter'd myſelf with a Belief you wou'd 


diſcern my Meaning, and make ſome Pretence 
to ſtay at home, while I wou'd, Pere 
have drop'd my Company, and ſtole unſuſpected 
to that dear Bower where firſt I had the glorious 
Diſcovery of your tender Sentiments; but all 


| theſe Hopes were daſh'd, and I wonder how I 
ſarviv'd the killing News, or that at leaſt my 


Countenance did not diſcover how nearly I was 


intereſted, when de. Valier, at his coming this 
Morning, told me you had laſt Night left his 


Houſe, unknown to all the Family; and that it 


was the greateſt Myſtery in Nature, on what 
Occaſion, or to what Place, you were retir'd— 


The Force I have done myſelf, fince this Informa- 


tion, in putting on a conſtrainꝰ d Good- Humour 
to him and the reſt of the Company, can by no- 


thing 


ſame time entreated his Wife wou'd bear mine 


; 
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thing be made known to you, but by your own 
dear extenſive Imagination; and I ſhall ans 
tell you, that not able to endure it longer, I 
took the Advantape of their Eagerneſs to purſue 
a Stag juſt rouzed, and turn'd from them to 


' indulge a Melancholy I beliey'd I had but too 


juſt a ground for—I was reſolving, under the 
pretence of travelling for Improvement, to put 


_ myſelf into ſome Diſguiſe, and ſearch the Coun- 
try round, till J had found you when Chance 
| —bleſs'd Chance ! which from henceforward 


ſhall be my Deity, brought you to my Sight, 


and in a Moment chang'd the Hell of my De- 


ſpair, to all the Heaveti my Soul is capable of 
poſſeſſing. A thouſand Kifles, and ſtrenuous 
Embraces, clos'd this Diſcourſe; nor wou'd 
they ever have knowh when to have given over 


ſo delightful an Employment, but that a repeat- 
ing Watch, which he happened to have in his 


Pocket, ſtriking Eleven, reminded him that 


*twas poſſible the Hunters might return, and 
that this was no fit Place to eontinue their amo- 


rous Entertainment; therefore, remounting his 
Horſe, and taking her up behind him, who joy- 


fully put herſelf into his Protection, he rid a 


quite contrary way to that he expected them to 


come, and ſtopping at an Inn, where he had ſome 
little Acquaintance, he recommended her to the 


People of the Houſe, and charging them to take 


particular Care of her, without asking any = | 
lt to 

leave her, having firſt obtain d a ſolemn Promiſe 
from her; that ſhe would etideavour by Repoſe, 
to recover the Fatigue ſhe had undergone, aſſu- 
ring her that he wou'd return betore Night. 
She doubred net the Performance of his Promiſe, 
1 e G i both 


ſtions who, or what ſhe was, forc'd himſe 


42 _LASSELLA: or, 

both in this and every thing elle: Love is ever 
credulous, and inſpires ſo good an Opinion of 

the darling Object, that it is not without great 

Difficulty the Heart which harbours it, can be 
brought to believe any thing to the prejudice of 

what it wiſhes, even where there is the greateſt 
ground for Suſpicion ; and, indeed, there was 
here occaſion ſufficient for an implicite Faith; 
the little Knowledge ſhe had of the Principles of 
de P Amye, was but a too reaſonable Cauſe for 
Doubt, that when he had nothing more to ob- 
tain, he might retain as little regard for the Per- 

_ ſon who ſo generouſly gave him all, as his Sex 
ordinarily doit was but a Chance whether by 
putting herſelf under his Protection, ſhe ſhou'd 
not fall into the moſt miſerable Circumſtance to 
which a fond believing Woman can poſſibly be 
ſubjected; and in ſuch a Venture there were 
ten thouſand Blanks to one Prize. But Fortune, 
in this particular was on her Side, de Þ Amye 
had a Stock of Good-nature, Honour, and 
Sincerity; which had it been divided among his 
whole Sex, might have bleſs'd the Race of Wo- 
mankind—he never promis'd more than he per- 
form'd his Profeſſions never outſoar'd his 

Meaning — and tho no Man that ever liv'd, had 

a greater command of Language, he choſe ra- 
ther by Deeds than Words, to expreſs his Paſſion 
—In the whole Courſe of his long Amour with 
her, ſhe had it not in her power to accuſe him 
of having told her one Untruth—'To the End of 
his Life he lov'd her with an undiminiſh'd 
Ardour—was ſtrictly careful of her Reputation, 

While there was a Poſſibility of preſerving it— 
zealous for her Intereſt, and ever eager for her 

Love Such a Ruin (as by the nicely ane 

b tho 


CA Ee ͤ bbb 
15 


* 


The Self- Abandon d. 43 
the Sacrifice ſne made him of her Honour 
could be call'd no other) was too pleaſing to 
permit her to repent it Fame, Reputa- 
tion, Grandure, all that the Generality of 

Souls are ſway d by, ſeem'd little in compe- 
tition with his Love; and whenever the Re- 
flection, that by the Laws of the Nation their 
Pleaſures were no other than criminal, came 
a- croſs her Thoughts, he had taught her to 
abſolve herſelf, by arguing with her Con- 
ſcience in this manner: Why ( ſaid ſbe) 

ſhould I condemn that as a Fault which Hea- 
ven ne'er made one ? 'tis Cuſtom only and 

Prieſteraft make me guilty—What Right 
had thoſe imperious Dictators to impoſe 
Laws on their Fellow-Creatures ? Not any 

of their Legends can boaſt a Divine Miſſion 
to authorize their Inſolence. In former 
times, Plurality of Wives and Concubines 
was allow'd of, and to this day are forbidden 
but by a ſmall Part of the World So far 
were the Suggeſtions of him who made it his 
chief Care to reconcile her to what ſhe had 
done ; but Love, and her extreme Admira- 
tion of him, furniſh'd her with more 
But ſuppoſe (would ſhe ſay) it were indeed a 
Crime with any other Man, the Caſe is wide- 
ly different with him I love ; the charming, 
the unequall'd de P Amye, that Pride of Na- 
ture! that Boaſt of the Creation! cannot 
| ſure be thought to err while he obeys the 
firſt, great, undiſputable Command 
forth and multiply A thouſand Wives, 
were there ſo many Women worthy of his 
| Love, ſhould. rather ſpread his glorious 
Image round the peopled Earth! adorn Hu- 
"WI manity + 


"_ — — 3 
Dons — 


e 0 
mn 71 
£8 
1 
* 
4 
1 
1 
8 . 
* * 
* * * 
oy ys 
* 
a [ 
t. 
1 1B 
1 
7 
154 
. 
+: 7 
1 . 
} 
+ 
7 
1 
F 4 
1 
5 
4 
x 
V 1 
8 
* 
37 
f 
1 
f 4 
7 
: 
+ 
1 
"E 
15 
18 
32 1 
5 
+ 177 
43 
U 
* 
1 1 
43 1; 
. 
1 7 
2 
. 
1 4 
38 5 
* 
2 
45 15 
5 
— 3# 
. 
45. 
1 
: 
. 
G4 
* E A 
* 17 
Fo 
oy 4 
+ 1 
ba. 
T1 + 
} 
Xs 
1 
H : 
4 WW 4 
[094 b 
ty: 
'Þ 
E 31 
1 
7 5 
1 
6 
Bt, +) 
1 A 
gr 
2 
"IF * 
i” 414 
2 
#, 
Y 
Fs 
227 
187 
1 5 
_ 4 
n 
5 * 
13 
* ” 
The 
* 
4 
R 
oo 4 b 
4 + 
#4 
+ 
9 
FS. © 
: ' 
J BY 
+ I 
* 7} z 
* $5! 
©. ;277Y 
r 
1 
I. 8 
0 | 
WY 
Lb, 7 
* - 
4% 2 
* : 
„ 
, 7 
13 
1 
** * 
* 
x * 
* 
1 
oo "2 
Is Ne 
'S; 
-* 
2 
© £2 
. 
7 
BY 
. 
4 
# 4 
2 3 
1 4 
4 
13 
T 2 
1 
U 
4 


U "te 
Fe, * 


4 
i 
U 
1 
j 
4 
E 
7 
\ 
4 
-Þ 
by 
Hl 
1 
bo 
2 
7 
OD 
4 
% 
1 
Ly 
F 
7 
[2 | 
F 
#, 
* 
4 
EY 
Er 
-* 
4 
* 
1 
* 
* 
1 
i he 
3 
K 
4 
{+ 
* n 
-& 
5 
* 
ow” 
1 $\. 
Ne. 
15 1 
18 
«> 
3 
; 
b d 
3 pi 
1 
* 
e 
LP 
£3 
14 
4 ** 
* . 
1 
SY : 
TH 
£B 
Þ 
1 
> & 4 
"78 
4. 
12 
+ 
25 
- 
i p 
Bs 
, 
£2 X 
I [5 
way * 
3 34 
#1 T$ 
2 
" 
* 
1 
7 4 
5 
# 
1 
7 
1 
FI 
6 
18 
18 
1 
1 
1 
1 
72 © 
$4.5 
F 
8 
ow 
1 
. 
3 
$of 
LY 
554 
* 
bY 
'4 
* "- „ 
1 
4 
. 
F ; 
* 
7 


pr. 4 
— 
* 


44 LäsSEEIA: 06 
manity ! and bleſs the Age to come = With 


theſe, and the like wild Notions, did the Vi- 


olence of her Paſſion tranſport her, and ſtifle 
all Remorſe ; which however really condem-. 


nable in themſelves, ſerv'd to make her en- 


rirely eaſy in a Life which elfe muſt have 
been full of Diſquiets. 5 


BUT I forget that by theſe Digr ons 1 


* 


ſhall become tireſome to my Reader: To go, 


on therefore with the Hiſtory of this (Who m 


I may juſtly call) Self- Abandon'd Fair. Some 


Hours before ſhe expected him, did the im- 


patient de FAmye, pretending ſudden Buſineſs, 
get rid of the Company he had invited, and 


returned to the Iun where he had left her; 


the Joy of their Meeting was proportion'd to 


that Exceſs of Paſſion they were mutually 
tranſported with, and he, having order'd his 


with her all Night, and without any more 
Reſiſtance than ſuch as but heighten'd De- 
ſire, enjoy'd thoſe Charms a King had vainly 
layguiſh'd to obtain. When a little Ceſſation 
from Rapture would give leave for cooler 


and in what manner, ſhe ſhou'd be conceal'd ; 
and after many various Propoſals on his fide, 
and Refuſals on hers, as being either dange- 


rous, or improper; at laſt it was concluded 


ſhe ſhou'd ſtay where ſhe was, not only be- 
cauſe the People being of a mercenary na- 


ture, Gold might make them entirely at his 


Devotion, but alſo that it being very near 


his Houſe, he might with the more Conve- 


nience be often with her; to add to this, 


her Face was utterly unknown to them, and 


Whatever 
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very of Laſſelia; their Ignorance that they 


bad the Charge of ſuch a Perſon, wou'd be 
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8H E lived for ſome Months in All the Fe- 
licity that Love, in the moſt elevated degree, 


can afford to thoſe: who devote themſelves en- 


tirely to that Paſſion; but, alas} how tran- 


F 


ſient is a Happineſs built on this Foundation? 
If the darling Object of our 'Tenderneſs, by 


ſome uncommon. Principle of Honour, or a 


Conſtancy ſeldom incident to the Nature of 
Mankind, returns not, with Ingratitude or 
Falſhood, the Condefcenfions we have made ; 
the Hand of Fate, by ſome unforeſeen, ſome 


unimagin'd Blow, daſhes the ſhort-liv'd Bliſs, 


hurls us to. laſting Wretchedneſs, and forces 


us to own, tho' late, the ſad Effects of our 
miſtaken Zeal. Madam de ] Amye, who, as 


J have before obſerv'd, was not without a 
good deal of womaniſh Pride and Jealouſy in 
her Nature, either by finding a. difference 


in her Husband's Behaviour, or ſome other 
Reaſon, began to grow prodigiouſly diſ- 


quieted, and reſolv'd to know the 'Truth of 
what that Buſineſs was which he pretended 
oblig'd him to be ſo often from home, and 
where it was that he, of late, had paſt ſo 
many Days and Nights; in order for this 


diſcovery ſhe ſent a Servant, whom ſhe cou'd 


confide in, to watch at a diſtance where his 
Maſter went: but the Caution of de Þ Amye 
rendred theſe Endeavours fruitleſs for a long 
time; for he never went directly to the Inn 


where 


The Sdf: Ahandond. 43 
whatever Rewards might be offered by the 
King, or Madam de Munteſpan, for the diſco- 


ut 
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where Laſſelia was lodg'd, but made ſhort 
Viſits at ſeveral Houſes which happened to 


be not far diſtant from his own: And tis 
_ probable that by this means ſhe wou'd never 

have had it in her power to have made herſelf 
wretched,by aDiſcovery of that, which forher 
own Peace; as well as that of the other Perſons 
concern'd in-it, had much better have been 
eternally conceal'd, if an Accident had not 


happened, that when ſhe had almoſt given over 


all Hope of it, brought every thing to light. 


CEE W ee 


The Hiſtory of the two Madamnuiſelle 


Douxmouries. 


FRIENDSHIP of a very anci- 
ent ſtanding having been between the 


/ 
* 
* 


Families of de P Amye and Douxmourze, it was 


' mutually defir'd, that the former having but 


one Son, and the other no more Children than 
two Daughters, the Amity between them 


might be preſerv'd by his Marriage with one 
of them. The eldeſt of them, being moſt 


favour'd by her Father, was the Perſon pro- 


pos'd, and old de Amye agreeing to it, every 


thing was concluded on before the Inclina- 


tions of the Parties themſelves were conſult- 


ed : 'The young Gentleman, who had been on 
his Travels, tho? he was every day expected 
home, did not return till ſome Months after 


this Affair was ſettled; ſo that his intended 


Bride had much the advantage of him, in 
knowing to whom ſhe was ordain'd.— 
The Expectations that ſhe would be a very 
con- 
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The Self- Alando d. 47 
conſiderable Match, being Coheireſs with her 
Siſter of a vaſt Eſtate, join'd to her other 


| - Accompliſhments, had attracted a great num- 


ber of Admirers, all which her Father oblig'd 
her to diſmiſs, and told her he had provided 


a Husband for her, whoſe Quality and For- 


tune were what he approved of, and whoſe 
perſonal Merits were not to be equalled by 
any of thoſe who pretended a Paſſion for her : 
Nor was it from her Father alone ſhe re- 


ceived this Character of him, ſeveral Gentle- 


men, who kad accompanied him to ſome of 


| thoſe Courts, which he had viſited for Im- 
provement, being returned before him, re- 


ported him to be grown a perfect Maſter of 
all thoſe Accompliſhments which can render 
a Man truly valuable. The thing was pub- 
lickly talk'd of, all her Acquaintance wiſh'd 
her Joy of a Happineſs which was look'd upon 
as good as compleated, and among them there 
were not a few who wou'd have rejoyced to 
have had a poſſibility of putting themſelves 
in her place, and envy'd her more for the 
Fortune ſhe was to enjoy in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of ſo charming a Husband, than for the 
Dowry ſhe received from her Father. She, 
who had a Heart intirely unprepoſſeſs'd with 
any other Object, was perfectly ſatisfied with 
the Choice had been made for her; and tho 
it cou'd not be ſaid ſhe was in love with one 
Whoſe Perſon ſhe had never ſeen, yet tis cer- 
tain that from the prodigious Character ſhe 
had heard of him; ſhe had form'd ſo great 
an Idea of Happineſs in being his Wife, that 
- ſhe obey'd the Commands of her Father in 
Gn 8 V 
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in reſolving to become ſo with an Juclination, 
at leaſt, equal to her Duty. . 2 


A length, the long - expected Charmer 


was arriv'd ; and as ſoon as the firſt Demon- 


ſtrations of Joy for his Return were over, 
was inform'd by his Father of what he had 
concluded on for him : the old Gentleman 
did not fail to repreſent the Advantages of 
ſuch a Match in Colours the moſt agreeable, 
and extoll'd the Merits of the Lady he de- 
ſign'd for him to ſo high a Degree, that a 
youthful Heart, naturally amorous, was eaſi- 
ly inflam'd by ſo elegant a Deſcription —— 
The Fatigue of his Journey had not taken 
from him that Impatience, and Curioſity, 


which ſuch an Occaſion commonly inſpires : 


he was eager to ſee her, and deſir'd he might 
be introduc'd immediately. His Father, 
overjoy'd to find him in a Humour ſo much 
diſpos'd to Obedience, comply'd with his 


Requeſt, and they went together to the Houſe. 


of Monſieur Douxmoarie, Old de Þ Amye be- 
- Ining told he was gone to take a Walk in his 
Garden, went to ſeek him there, leaving his 
Son in the Parlour till his Return, little ima- 
gining what Event that ſhort Time of his 

Abſence would bring forth. The youngeſt of 


the Douxmourie's having heard the Congratu- 


lations which had been paid to her Siſter on 
the account of her intended Marriage, and 
the Admiration every one that knew him 
had expreſs'd of the graceful Perſon, and Be- 


haviour of him who was to be the Husbandd 


had a Deſire, which indeed had ſomething 
more in it than Curioſity, to ſee him: and 


being 
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being told by ſome of the Servants that he 


| was below, refolv'd to be a Witneſs of what 


fo many had alledg'd in his favour : She had 
the better Opportunity of doing it, becauſe 


her Siſter was that Afternoon gone out to 


make ſome Vifits: Therefore coming into 
the Room where he was, with a Gaiety and 
Freedom which is pretty eommon among the 
French Ladies, {truck his Fancy, at firſt fight, 


with ſomething to her Advantage, which ſhe 


was far from expecting. He no ſooner ſaw + 
her, than he wiſh'd ſhe might be the Perſon 
his Father had made choice of for him; and 
his Travels having farmſh'd him with a good 


Quantity of Affurance, tho no more than 
what is agreeable, provided the Perſon poſ- 


feſs'd of it knows how to temper it with 


SGood-Manners, he preſently made her ſenſi- 


ble how happy he ſhould think himſelf if ſhe- 
were the Daughter of Monſieur Donxmourie. 


Young as ſhe was, ſhe was not fo dull of 


Apprehenſion as not to underſtand him; but 
perceiving he either had not been made 
acquainted, or had forgot that there were 


two of them, forbore to remind him, promp- 
ted thereto by ſome ſecret Dictates, to whiek - 


as yet ſhe was herſelf a Stranger to the mean- 
ing of; and only anſwering him in the Affir- 
mative, that ſhe had the Honour to call that 
Gentleman Father, prevented him from giv- 


ing any Check to the Paſſion which was juſt 


then kindling in his Soul: and thinking him- 
ſelf the happieſt Man on Earth, to find in 
one Perſon all that cou'd indulge his Love, and 
at the fame time gratify his Intereſt, and his 


Duty, was too much tranſported to reſtrain 


his 


bent: 
his Joy, or wait the dull Formality of he 
being preſented to him: but telling her who 
he was (which ſhe knew well enough before) 
and asking her if ſhe had never heard of 
ſuch a Man, who had been flatter d with the 
hope that he ſhould, one day, be bleſt in the 
oſſeſſion of the Daughter of Douxmourie : 
es, Monſieur, (anſuer d ſbe, bluſhing ; and with 
an Air which ſtill confirm'd him ſhe was the Per- 
ſon he wiſh'd, and alſo that — F him had 
iven her Emotions, in ſome meaſure, proportion d 
to thoſe he felt for her) Jam, indeed ( ſaid ſhe) 
the Daughter of Douxmourie, nor are you de- 
ceiv'd in your Conjecture, if you imagine I 
have heard enough of de Ane to make me 
impatient for his coming. He was about to 
reply to theſe obliging Words, in Terms full 
of Tenderneſs, when the coming in of both 
their Fathers -prevented either of them from 
proceeding. After the firſt Civilities were 
over, Monſieur Douxmourie began to ſpeak of 
the Happineſs he propos'd in uniting their 
Families; and young de l Amye aſſur d him, 
that, in providing for him in this manner, he 
thought himſelf under greater Obligations to 
his Father, than for all he ever did, or wou'd 
do for him beſides. You are infinitely gal- 
lant, reph'd Monfieur ; and I hope, if what 
you tell me be your real Sentiments, you 
will have no occaſion to alter them when you 
ſee my Daughter, who, not appriz'd of the 
Honour of a Viſit from you, happens to be 
abroad; but I have ſent for her, and I know 
the will be here immediately. What mean 
you Sir? (interrupted de l' Amye, ſtrangely ſur- 
prix d) is not this Lady your Daughter 1255 
1 ” 8 
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of them (reſum d the other; ) but ſhe that the 
diſcerning. Eyes of your rightly-judging Fa- 


ther has pointed out for you, as much ex- 


ceeds her in all the Perfe&ions of Mind and 
Body, as this might ſeem to do an untaught, 


tawny Ethiope. It is not to be imagin d what 


an Alarm theſe Words gave the Perſon they 
were addreſs'd to——He was hardly able ro 
recover himſelf ſo far as to be able ro make 
any Anſwer, and when he did, it was in this 
manner: I doubt not (ſaid he cold) but that 

all your Family have Excellencies peculiar to 


themſelves but I ſhould never wiſh a 
nobler Satisfaction, than what is in the power 


of this young Lady to beſtow. Had a diſ- 


intereſted Perſon been preſent, it would have 


been pleaſant enough to have obſery'd the 


Surprize and Vexation which appear'd in 


the Faces of the two old Gentlemen _ 


5 They ſtood for ſome time looking on one 
another in a fix'd Poſture, as if ſome ſuper- 


natural Event had happen'd, which had de- 


priv'd them of the Power of Speech, till the 


Father of him, who had been the Occaſion 
ol it, firſt broke ſilence in theſe or the like 
Expreſſions Lou muſt pardon (ſaid he) rhe 


Deference which my Son has Gallantry e- 
nough to pay to the preſent Fair He has 
travell'd, you know, and that ſort of Educa- 


tion generally inſpires a deſire of becoming 


pleaſing to all I hope he is better ac- 
quainted with -· my Intentions, than to prefer 
in reality any to her I have appointed for 
him Aye, aye, cyyd the other, it is all 
owing to this forward Girl 
Room | (contim/d be, turning to his Daughter, 
5 1 uh 
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who had been all this "while trembling with Con- 


 Fufien and Uncertainty how to behave in this Af. 


fair) be gone Jou are too young for 
Converſations ſuch as we are upon. Tho, 
what after enfu'd, one may believe ſhe 


Wou'd have given her Soul almoſt to have 


ſtaid; ſhe was kept in too much Awe by the 
Severity of her Father, to dare to diſobey 
him, and ſhe went away in Tears: which ſo 
fenfibly touch'd de F Amye, that not all the 
Reſpe& he od to the Preſence of his Fa- 
ther wou'd have been able to have reſtrain'd 
him from uttering a much greater Part of his 


Sentiments, than yet he had done, if the im- 


mediate Entrance of that Lady, for whoſe 


fake the other had been treated in this man- 


ner, had not made it improper; She no 


ſooner appear d, than, after having paid a 
civil Reſpect to the two Strangers, fhe ask d 
her Father what had occaſion'd his Com- 
mands for her return home. That, reph d be, 


which I doubt not but all here will at laſt 


think themſelves happy in. In ſpeaking theſe 


Words, he prefented her to de Ame; and 
for form ſake, told her who he was, tho the 


Servant who was ſent for her had before re- 


NOTHING could be more dazling than 
the Appearance of this Lady ; her Perſon was 
every way agreeable, ſhe had the fineſt Hair 
and Completion in the World, her Features 
were perfectly regular; nor could the niceſt 


Eye find a Defect either in her Face or 
Shape, unleſs that ſhe were ſomething too 
tall; but then there was an Air of Majeſty 
| | | about 
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about her, which little People very rarely 


can boaſt, and which made her appear ex- 
tremely charming To all that Nature had 
beſtow'd, Art had done its utmoſt to em- 
beliſh her: ſhe was dreſs'd in ſo rich as well 


as becoming a manner, as might eaſily inform 
thoſe that ſaw her, there was nothing want- 


ing from her own Care for the ene, or Indul- 
gence of her Father for the other. But not all 


the Attractions ſhe was Miſtreſs of, were 


ſufficient to make her appear half ſo ami- 
able in the Eyes of de Amye, as did ber 


The Self. Alundon d 1 


Siſter: there was an eaſy Freedom in the 


Behaviour, a winning Softneſs in the Air and 
Face of that young Creature, tho dreſs d in 


a more plain Apparel, and not ſet. off with 


any Illuſtration, which took more with him, 
and he continu'd to think her infinitely more 


lovely in her native Charms, than this, a2 
dorn'd in all the gawdy Pomp of Finery, and 


Blaze of Jewels. The Paſſion he was -poſ- 
ſeſs'd of for the other, and the Reflection 
how indifferently ſhe. had been uſed on the 
account of this,  work'd ſo ſtrongly in his 


| Soul, that he had ſcarce power enough over 


himſelf to pay her even thoſe common Com- 


pliments, which cou'd not be omitted with - 
out IIl-Manners In ſine, the little he ſaid 
to her appear'd ſo. fore d, ſo different from 
what is dictated by the Heart, that a Perſon, 


far leſs capable of judging than ſhe was, might 


eaſily perceive he was little influenc'd in the 


manner ſhe expected. By the Deſcription 1 


bave given of her, I believe my Reader will 
not imagine her to be the humbleſt of her 


Sex; tho, had ſhe been ſuch, a Diſappointment 


like 


— 


54 LASSELIA: or, 
like this was ſufficient to rouze the ſmalleſt 
Sparks of Pride, and kindle up Reſentment; 
but as ſhe really was of a Humour perhaps 
the leaſt inclinable to pardon an Indignity of 
this kind, of all others, ſhe grew all Fury, 
and her tumultuous Thoughts meditated no- 
thing but Revenge: but if his not loving her 
had power to raiſe ſuch a Tempeſt of Rage 
in her Soul, to what an infinite Degree did 
the Knowledge (which ſhe ſoon after re- 
ceiv'd) that it was to the more prevailing 
Charms of her Siſter ſhe ow'd this Mortifi- 
cation, tranſport her! All that can be con- 
ceiv'd of Violent, was mean to that with 
which her haughty "Temper was agitated. 
The poor young Lady felt the Effects of it; 
her Father was ſo much inrag'd, that by her 
ſhowing herſelf the Match might probably 
be broken off between de /” Amye and his fa- 
vourite Daughter, that he wou'd not ſuffer 
her to come in his fight ; but order'd ſhe 
ſhould ſtay in her Chamber, whence he vow'd © 
ſhe ſhould never come out, unleſs it were to 
be diſpos'd in a Monaſtery, without de Ame, | 
repenting the Declarations he had made in 
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her favour, conſented to the Conſummation 
of what his Father had agreed upon for 
him Nor was this all the Hardſhip ſhe 
endur'd ; ſhe was deny'd Eaſe in her Con- 
finement, her Siſter was perpetually coming 
in to inſult her, and whenever any Company 
or Buſineſs gave her a ſmall Ceſſation from 
this Vexation, her own diſturb'd Thoughts, 
were ſufficiently her Tormentors She 
lov'd the charming de Amy?, tho ſhe had 


ſeen 


IY 


as violent, as her Soul naturally mild and 
gentle was capable of admitting. And the 


- og Ce OO tn 00 
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ſeen him but once, with a Paſſion as ſierce, 


Impoſſibility there was, that her Father ever 


ſhouꝰ d be brought to conſent ſhe ſhou'd be 
his, to the prejudice of her Siſter, even tho 
he ſhould really like her welt enough, to 


continue giving her the Preference in his In- 


- clinations, I believe, by all who have expe- 
rienc'd that Paſſion, will be allow'd to be a 


Torture poynant enough to break a Heart 


more reſolute than her's. 


WHILE the Family of Douxmourie were 
in theſe Perplexities, that of de Ame was 


not much better: the young Gentleman 


plainly told his Father, he never would 
marry the Perſon propos'd, and obſtinately 


refus' d- making any more Viſits to that - 


Houſe, unleſs he might be admitted to pay 
his Addreſſes to the youngeſt Daughter. 
This created many Arguments berween 
them; and neither of them being able to 
overcome the Reſolution of the other, the 
whole Affair, for ſome time, continu'd in ſuſ—- 
pence. 155 PS 


OLD de PAme at length having, for 


many Reaſons, a prodigious Deſire his Son 


ſhould marry into that Family, endeavour'd 
to perſuade Monſieur Douxmourie to give his 


Conſent that he ſhould have her he ſeem'd 


moſt ro approve ; but he was too partially 


fond of his other Daughter, to liſten to ſach 


a Propoſal : and fince he had no other way 


to revenge the Contempt ſhe had been treated 


with, 


1 
} 


hu <4 CFF 3 N 1 

ernie: c, 
with, encreas'd his ill Uſage of her Rival 
Siſter in ſuch a manner, that ſhe would not 
have been able to have ſupported it with 
Life, had Heaven not ſent her a Relief, by 
taking him away, in whoſe power alone ſhe 


was. He was taken ſuddenly ill of a violent 


Fever, and died in three days: but the ap- 

h ef Death made but little Alteration 
in his Sentiments, he did not indeed wholly 
cut off his younger Daughter of a Child's 
Part in his Eſtate, but left her far inferior 
to her Siſter, and that too to be forfeited if 


SHE was now, however, her own Mi- 
Kreſs ; and tis not to be imagin'd that when 


ſhe was ſo, ſhe won'd continue in the ſame 


| Houſe with a Siſter, whoſe unforgiving Tem- 


per had coft her ſo much Uneaſineſs : She 


took Lodgings in the Town, and being till 


poſleſs'd of her former Paſſion, tho as hope- 
leſs as ever of gratifying it, ſent to let 


de FAmye know , ſhe ſhou'd take it as a 


favour if ſhe ſaw him among the number 


of thoſe who came to conſole an unhappy 


Orphan. 
one for a Man of his Gallantry to refute, had 


he been leſs in Love; bur. ſtill retaining the 
ſame Deſire. which the firſt Sight of her had 


inſpired him with, tho' now degenerated to a 

leſs noble Aim, he obeyed with a ſpeed 

which teſtified the Pleaſure he took in it : 

The former Tenderneſs with which they had 

regarded each other, encreaſing by a nearer 
Converſation, both became at length 250 
| . . muc 


This Summons was too kind a 
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The Self- Abandon d. 7 
much overcome by it, to have the Government 
any longer of their Actions. And, to 


. 


what Extremes will mutual Love tranſport - 


its Votaries ? —— They yielded to the all- 
commanding Force — gaye up their Souls 


as Victims to his Sway — and prov'd that it 


was not in the power of the inexorable Doux 
mourie to deprive them of any other part of 
the Joys of Marriage than the Ceremony. 


The Conſequence of this was, what might 


naturally be expected, the Cenſure of the 
World, and a living Proof that thoſe Cen- 
ſures were not undeſerv'd; but in ſpite of 


thoſe two, which muſt be reckon'd ſtabbing 


Afflictions to a Woman who has any Pretence 
to. Honour or Reputation, the generous 
Fair had too great a tenderneſs for her lovely 


Undoer, to preſs him to take off the Reproach 


ſhe ſuffer d by making her his Wife. A 
noble Friendſhip went hand in hand with the 
Paſſion ſhe had for him, which would not ſuf- 
fer her to wiſh he ſhould take to his Arms a 
Bride unportion'd ; nor indeed, as his Affairs 


ſtood, great part of his Father's Eſtate being 
involy'd, could he have done it, without 


bringing manifeſt Deſtruction on himſelf, and 
her he married. But the Caſe ſtood nor in 
this manner with the Sieur Le Bleſſang. He, 


_ tho* infinitely ſuperior to her in Fortune, 


! woud have thought himſelf happy, would ſhe 


have yielded to be his Wife; and when ſne 


heard the Rumour that every one's mouth 
was full of, of her Intimacy with de! Amye, 
he was the laſt that believ'd it; nor, perhaps, 

never would have done fo, if her Siſter, who 
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hated her more deadly, ſince ſhe knew the 


continued Tenderneſs de P Amye ſtill had for 


her, and was eyer watchful to expoſe 
her, had not contriv'd a Stratagem, to give 
him ocular Demonſtration, She perſuaded him 


to dreſs like a Footman, and under the Pre- 
rence of bringing a Letter from that Py 
Lover, he eafily got Admittance into - the 


| Houſe, where the unfortunate Lady was in 


her Child- Bed. That Secret being al- 
ſo diſcovered by the Spies of that aſſiduous 
Contriver of Difſenſion. — Having gain'd 
Entrance, Love, Curioſity, {ealouly, and a 
Reſolution of being ſatisfied of the Truth, 
emboldened him to follow the Maid that car- 
ried up the Letter; and found her, indeed, 
as he had bego inform'd, and the undeniable 


Teſtimony of what ſhe had been guilty of, 


lying on the Bed by her. The Surprize he 
was in, in ſpite of all had been told him, to 
ſee her really in that Condition, was ſo 
great, that he had power to utter no 
more than, O ! cou'd I have thought it! 
Cou'd I have thought it and then ran 
down Stairs immediately the Confuſion _ 
ſhe was in, at ſeeing a Fellow at her Bedſide, 
and the Oddneſs of his Behaviour, hindred 
her from ordering he ſhou'd be ſtay d —— 
but when ſhe open'd the Letter, and found 
it only a Blank, ſhe perceiv'd ſhe had been 
betray'd, and was immediately ſeiz'd with ſo 
violent a Diforder, that it threw her into 
Fits which had like to have been fatal to her. 
There let us leave her for a while, and re- 
rurn to the enrag'd Lover, Monſieur Bleſaug— 
He had no means of venting his Indignation 
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on her who had ſo ungratefully repaid his 


generous Affection, but he cou'd not bear 


the Man who deprived him of her Affections 
ſhou'd live; he, therefore, writes a Chal- 


lenge immediately to Monſieur de 7 Anye, 
who, though he cou'd not gueſs by what 
way he had affronted a Gentleman who was 
altogether a Stranger to him, had too much 


Bravery to refuſe meeting him, and went to 


the Place, and at the Hour appointed 


It was natural enough, before they encoun- 


ter'd, to enquire the Cauſe which had pro- 
vok'd him to ſend a Billet of that nature: 


which the other anſwer'd with all the Franks 


neſs imaginable, telling him the whole Secret 
by which he had diſcovered the Amour 
Bur, ſaid be, not yet able ro vanquiſh the Ten- 
derneſs he had for her; tho” ſhe is for ever loſt 
to me, and with her all my Soul holds dear, 
ſo precious is her Fame, and Peace of Mind 
to me, that if you will ſwear to recompence 
the Injury you have done her, by an honou- 
rable Marriage, I am willing to paſs over my 
own Misfortune in Conſideration of her Hap- 
pineſs, and will here change Vows with 
you, never to moleſt your Peace De Þ Amye, 
tho” *ris poſſible he might, after Poſſeſſion, 
have had Gratitude enough ro have done 
every thing in his power for her Eaſe, knew 
very well his Circumſtances would not admit 
of his marrying in that manner; but either 

not willing to let the other into that Secret, 

or believing all he cou'd ſay on that ſcore 
would ſeem but as a Pretence to avoid 
fighting, thought it better abſolutely to re- 
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Place where he was ſtanding by the dead Bo- 
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60 LASSELIA: on, 
fuſe it—— This threw off all the Good- will 
_ Monſieur Bleſſang before had to an Accom- 


modation ; and, drawing his Sword Now, 
faid he, nothing ſhall prote& thee from me ; I 


fight not now to ſatiate my Revenge on a Ri- 


val, but to puniſh a Villain, a baſe Violater 
of Innocence——Have-at-thee, then, continued 
be, making a Paſs at him—Defend thyſelf, if 


thou canſt, againſt the Cauſe of Juſtice, and 


of -injur'd Virtue. He made his firſt Puſh 
with ſo much Fury and Skill, that de  Amye 


ſtood in need of all his Dexterity to parry it; | 
but having foil'd him once or twice, and by 


this time equally enrag'd, gave a home 
Thruſt, with theſe Words This, cry'd he, 


to ſhow how little I deſerve the Con- 
tumely, thy raſh miſtaken Rage has branded 


me with The unhappy Bleſſang cou'd an- 


ſwer to theſe Upbraidings no otherwiſe than 


with a Groan, which was indeed his laſt ; for 


that Moment put a Period at once to his 
Love, Life, and Indignation. Monſieur de 
P Amye was exceedingly troubled at this Acci- 


dent, not only becauſe he had robb'd the 


[World of a Gentleman whoſe Life might have 


been of Service to it, but alſo that he knew 
he had too many powerful Friends for him 
to hope to obtain a Pardon for the Miſ- 


fortune he had been the cauſe of to them 


As he was refle&ing a little on the Vexations 


which frequently ariſe from giving way to 
that Bane of Quiet, Love, he ſaw three or 
four People croſs haſtily over an adjacent 


Field, and ſeem to be coming directly to the 
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dy of him who ſo unluckily had fallen by his 


hand. Self- preſeryation put him in mind that 
this was no fit Place for Contemplation; and 
turning another way into a Road, the En- 
trance of which he knew very well, he made 
the beſt of his way to the Lady for whoſe ſake 
all this had happen'd : he found her very ill, 
and not in a Condition to be acquainted with 
What he had to deliver, therefore. was obli- 
ged to leave her; zealouſly entreating the 
Care of all about her, deſigning, if ſhe re- 
cover'd, to write an account of all to her, as 
ſoon as he ſhou'd be in a Place of Safety; 
which, not believing was to be found in 
France, he took Shipping immediately, and em- 
bark'd for Flanders. Where when he had land- 
ed, he ſent Letters to his Father, and ſome 
others whom he cou'd confide in, deſiring 
they would let him know, by Poſt, every 
thing that paſs'd concerning the Death of 
Monſieur Bleſſang. The firſt Anſwers he re- 
ceiv d, were little to his Conſolation, tho? 
no leſs than he expected: The Perſons whom 
he ſaw in the Field, were brought by the 
Servant who was employ'd in carrying the 
Challenge; who, imagining what it might 
contain, had come in hope to have prevented 
the Miſchief; and finding they were too late, 
went that moment to a Magiſtrate, and gave 


in an Information——he alſo was informed 
that great Search had been made for him, 
and that he muſt never expe& to ſee France 
again, unleſs he meant the Viſit ſhould be 
fatal to him But in the midſt of all theſe 


ſad Accounts, he had this to comfort him, 


e 


that his Father was rey buſy with all thoſe 
who were accounted Fayourites at Court ; 
that he ſpar'd no Coſt nor Trouble to pro- 
cure a Pardon; and that there were ſome 
among them, who had given him hope of 
ſucceeding. | % 
THIS Misfortune was very terrible to 
old Monſieur de PF Amye, not only becauſe it 
depriv'd him of the pleaſure of his dear Son's 
Company, but alſo that it was the tearin 
to pieces of his already broken Eſtate : an 

the Trouble and Fatigue it occaſion'd him, 
was ſuch, as was very near bringing him to 
his Grave. Eh 


BUT what Tongue is able to expreſs the 
Grief, the Diſtraction of the unfortunate 
Cauſe of all this Woe, when firſt ſhe heard 
the fatal News: Had it not been prevented 
by the watchful Care of thofe about her, 
the wou'd not have liv'd a Moment to en- 
dure the Obloquy of the World, and thoſe 
ſeverer Stings of Conſcience which ſhe now 
began to feel, for having, by her ill Conduct, 
occaſion'd ſuch Scenes of Death and Ruin 
The Idea of the unhappy Bleſſang was ever in 
her mind; and at ſome times Imagination 
work d ſo ſtrongly on her perplex*d Thoughts, 
as to make her think ſhe ſaw him. She 

continued for ſome time in a Condition little 
different from Madneſs ; but when Reaſon 
had a little recovered its uſual Sway, a deadly 
Melancholy ſucceeded Paſſion ; and tho? ſhe 
had frequent Letters from de / Amye, in "_ 
. 1 - ths 
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gratify one Paſſion; and putting on a Coun- 
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he preſs d her to come to Flanders, the coud 


not be ;prevail'd, on, to repeat that Folly 
which had caus'd ſuch Misfortunes in the 


World, and-which ſhe now accounted as a 


Crime unpardonable: But to do all ſhe 


cou'd to expiate it, after putting her Child, 
which happen d to be a Boy, under the 
Care of a Fryar, of whoſe Goodneſs and Piety 
ſhe was well aſſured, ſhe retird into a Con- 
vent, where ſhe reſolv'd to paſs the Remain» 
der of her Days in Penitence. Her haughty 


Siſter all this while exulted in triumphant 


Vengeance; but aiming ſtill at the Life of 
de VAmye, ſhe join d her Intereſt, which was 


pretty conſiderable, with the Relations of the 


Sieur Bleſſang, the better to render fruitleſs 


all the Endeavours the unhappy Father cqu'd - 


make in his Son's behalf. But, at laſt, 
notwithſtanding all the Efforts of Malice, he 
ſucceeded, a Pardon was ſign d, and he call'd 


| home: It would be needleſs to repeat the 


mutual "Tranſports of the overjoy'd Father 


and Son at meeting; whoever will give them- 


ſelves leiſure to think what they would feel 
in ſuch a Circumſtance, need not be in- 
form'd——lIc had however been more pure, 
if not mix'd by the melancholy Refle&ion 
how much this Accident had impoveriſh'd 
their Fortune ; and by making ſo many Ene- 
mies, took from the young Gentleman all 


Hope of repairing it, as he once deſigned - 
by getting a Place at Court: but being in- 
form'd of the Particulars of all that had been 


done in his Abſence, he reſolv'd at leaſt to 


tenance 


tenance as full of Gaiety as he cou'd, went 
to make a Viſit to her whom his Indifference 
had made his implacable Enemy, Madamoi- 
ſelle Douxmourie.Þ The Surprize which ap- 
pear'd in the Face of the Servant who open d 
the Door to him, gave him a ſort of gloomy 
Satisfaction, not doubting but he ſhou'd cre- 
| ate a much greater in the Lady he ſerv'd. 
i He was not miſtaken in his Sentiments ; ſhe 
no ſooner was told he enquir'd for her, than 
a cold Sweat came all o'er her Limbs ; ſhe. 
trembled like one 1n a Palſy, and not able to 
imagine what ſhou'd have occaſion'd his 
_ | coming, was not without a Thought, that 
= + rFepenting his Contempt of her, he meant to 
1. _ entreat her Pardon, and perhaps endeavour 
to expiat his former Coldneſs by a Declara- 
tion of Love This was too agreeable. a 
Belief for her to oppoſe it: For de ! Amye 
| having had the ſame Charms for her, as for 
| almoſt all her Sex beſides; and her Hatred 
having only been occaſion'd by his not loving 
her, ſuch a Suggeſtion gratified more than 
one Paſſion in her : therefore, looking in her 
Glaſs, and ſetting herſelf in that Air which 
ſhe thought would be moſt engaging, ſhe. 
went down to receive him with a Pleaſure, 
which thoſe who knew the Violence with” 
which ſhe had expreſs'd herſelf againſt 
him, would ſcarcely have believed. But 
how was ſhe mortified, how much more 
inſupportable was this ſecond Diſappoint- 
ment, than the firſt he had given her; when 
inſtead of accoſting her with humble Looks, 
and Words all compos'd of Sweetneſs and 
ES 5 Perſuaſion, 
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Perſuaſion, as ſhe expected, he offered her 
nothing but Inſults, and reproach'd her for 
her Inhumanity to a Siſter, who he told her 


wWoaas infinitely more deſerving than herſelf, in 


Terms ſo bitter, and ſo ſeverely juſt, that 
thoꝰ ſhe cou*'d ill endure to hear them, her 
ſecret Soul avowed what he alledg'd, and 


join! d to torture her. This Self-Condenina- 


tion abated great part of the Fury his firſt” 
Salutation had put her in, and at length, 
ſhe either was, or fancy'd herſelt to be, 
truly ſorry for what ſhe had done, and open- 
ing all her Boſom, made no rer of con- 
chief. She 
confeſs'd it was not Pride for the Preference 
he gave her Siſter, which had alone ſtirr'd up 
her Reſentment, but that Love, jealous, diſ- 
appointed Love ! had at leaſt an equal Share 
in driving her to thoſe Extremes ſhe had been 


guilty of. —— And at laſt fell ſo low as 
to tell him, that if he yet cou'd bring him 


ſelf to return the Paſſion ſhe felt for him, ſhe 
would repair the Loſſes ſhe had occaſioned in 
his Fortune by giving him her own, and by 
publickly marrying him, teſtify to the whole 


World from what Original the Hatred ſhe 


had ſhewed to him had ſprung : Tis impol- 
ſible to deſcribe with what a Look de F Amye 
liſt' ned to this unexpected Offer; all that can 
be conceived of Scorn, Contempt, and Dete- 


ſtation, were to the Life diſplay d in his ex- 
preſſive Eyes but, as if they were not in- 


telligible enough ——— Weak, vile Woman! 
(ſaid he) as mean - ſpirited as baſe ! Can you 

believe that I, who, when unknowing the foul- 
1 — K neſs 
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neſs of your Mind, could find no Charni/about 
your Perſon worthy my Regard, can now de- 
ſeend to take a Wretch who wants but Op- 


portunity and the Temptation of the Denn 


to be a Witch? No did but 


one Thought agree ſhould: I forgo 


my Principles, renounce my Honour, and de- 
baſe my Nature but even fo far - cou d 
I but heſitate, if for a ſordid Conſideration I 


mou d take to my Arms fo loathed a Crea- 


ture, I ſhou'd indeed be only fit for thee—— 


but I too much deſpiſe thee to think what- 
ever thou canſt offer worth a Moment's: fe- 


ious Conſideration — thou art = 


grown as much beneath my Re „ as 
rhou art unworthy of my Pity. I —— 
have the ſame. Sentiments for you (reply d Be 
fercely, and running at him with a Penłriſe whic 

ſhe happened to haue in her Pocket) nor _—_ 


thou hve to triumph over _ the a — 


of ane | 


SHE was very near plunging i it into his 
dr befor he ſaw what it was ſhe had in 
her Hand; and had not a Chair, by catching 
hold of her Sleeve, a little retarded the Speed 
with which ſhe flew to him, he had inevita- 
bly fallen a Victim to her Fury; but eaſily 
diſarming her, when he perceived what ſhe 
was about, Wretch'! (cy d he, if poſſoble with an 
added Sn to that with which he bad before look'd 
ew her) Fortune will no longer aſſiſt the Miſ- 
chiefs thou art form d to execute. Thou 
haſt already done all to me thou ever can ſt 
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Siſter, and fpreing my unwilling Arm to ro b 


the Sieur Bleſſang.— I now deſpiſe whay 


ever Efforts thy future Malice may make a- 
gainſt me and leave thee an Object 


| at once meanly Geſpicable, and tranſcendently | 


wicked. With theſe Words he flung out of 
ber Houſe, reſolved to hear no more, had 
ſhe attempted to ſpeak; bur the er- boiling 


Paſſions of her Soul ſuffer d not themſelves co 


de diſcharg'd in Wards, but Piägg all at anee, 
ſuffocated her, and ſhe was found by her 


Servants in a Swoon. 


10 repeat the many Stratagems ſhe af- 
terwards form'd for his Deſtruction, would 
be as tireſome as impertinent, ſince none of 


them for a long time met with Succeſs; and 
ſhe had the inexpreſſible Mortification to ſee 
him in a ſmall time married to a young Wi- 
do vaſtly rich, part of whoſe Wealth paid 
off the Mortgages of the Eſtate which was 
to deſcend to him, and they lived together 
on the Remainder in a manner more grand 
than ever he had done before. An 


BU T now the Time was come at once 


to prove how dangerous it is to have a watch- 


ful Enemy, tho' ne er ſo known a one, and to 


make Laſſelia ſenſible how much ſhe had de- 


ceiv'd herſelf by falſe Reaſoning when ſhe 


concluded that Errors, ſuch as ſhe was guilty 
of, were little taken notice of by Heaven. 
The implacable Douxmourie, out of humour 
with the World, which afforded her a Grati- 
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fication neither of her Love nor Reſent ment, 
Was going into the Country 40 indulge a 


Diſcontent ſhe cou'd not have fo much lei- 


ſure to do at Paris. In the Road to the Place 


The was going to, was that Inn in which 
de P Amye had plac'd his belov'd Laſſelia. It 


was the effect of the other's Ill-fortune, that 
ſhe happened to bait there, and alittle more 


fatigued than ordinary, reſolved to go no 


farther that Day. Laſſelia, who while the 
Sun was up, ne'er dared to peep abroad, uſed 


commonly to take the benefit of the Air in 


an adjacent Field-every Evening: She was in 
one of thoſe nocturnal Refreſhments when 
Madamoiſelle Douxmourie, who in leaving 
Paris, had not left her Diſquiets, weary of 
ſitting alone in her Chamber, and it being 
too early to go to bed, went to take a lit- 
tle Walk: accompany'd only her Wo- 
man, whom fhe had taken along with her. 
It was their Chance to go into that very 


Field; which being very near the Houſe, 


made it not unſafe for them to venture 


without any other Guard than their own 


Voices ; Which, if they were aſſaulted, might 


eaſily bring People to their Aſſiſtance. They 
had walk'd bur a little way in it, before they 
fancy'd they ſtood in need of Protection; 


they heard a ruſtling among the Leaves on 
the other ſide of the Hedge, and. preſently 
after a muttering of Voices ; they immedi- 
ately imagined there were Robbers near 


them, and preſently began to run back, 


crying all the way, Thieves, 'Thieves |— 


Help! 


* 
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5 Help ! Help! or we ſhall be murder'd in a 


Moment. There were immediately 20 Pew 


ple about them from the Inn, and ſome little 


Cottages which ſtood near it What's the 
matter? where are the Thieves? bawl'd 
they all out with one Voice -O! juſt in 


that Thicket (r9h'd Douxmourie, pointing 
toward the Place where ſhe had heard the 
Sound) Tis not to be doubted but 
they ran in hope of a certain Reward 


- which had been allow'd to all who had 
the good Fortune to take any of theſe 


lawleſs Adventurers. Douxmourie was ſo 


much out of breath with her Fright, that 


ſhe was obliged - to reſt on her Woman's 


Arm, before ſhe cou'd go any farther; _ 


and ſhe was not got into the Houſe, 
when the Mob her Outcrys had rais'd, 
-were returned: ſhe ſtopp'd a little to 


know their Succeſs for Fear had 


magnify'd the Noiſe ſhe heard to ſuch a 


.degree, that ſhe thought there were ar leaſt 


a hundred of them that made it=—See;” ; 


Madam (cry'd one of the Fellows) for what 
Cauſe you have been alarm'd there 


were no Thieves; you have only made 


us interrupt a loving Couple but, 
however, ſince we have been ar the 
pains of taking them, we'll e'en carry 
them before. their Betters they 


ſhall give an account who they are, and 


what Buſineſs they had there, before we 
part with them, It was to no purpoſe 
that the Gentleman endeavour'd, by mild 


Arguments 


8 oY 


| 

; 

T 

IF 
' 

oy 
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Arguments (for to have made uſe of 
Force, would have been — to pre- 
vail on this rude Multitude, de let him, 
and the Perſon he had with him, who 
was dying with her Fears, go about their 
buſineſs. They were obſtinately bent, and 
all his Eloquence was thrown' away on 
them. Domemourie was all the while they 
were talking, in the greateſt Conſterna- 
tion imaginable ; ſhe fancy d ſhe knew 
the Voice of him who had fallen into 
this Misfortune, but cou'd not recolle& - 
where, or when ſhe had heard it before ; 
and the Moon being pretty obſcure, and 
the Preſs of People who encompaſs'd him 
round, would not give her leave to ſee 
this Face, till being all come near the 
Inn, the People themſelves running our 
with Lights, ſhe immediately ſaw, to her 
inexpreſſible Surprize, as well as Joy, that 
it was the. Object of her Hatred, Mon- 
ſieur de FAmye, and with him a Woman 
of a very good Appearance, (for Laſſelia had 
long ago thrown off her Pilgrim's Habit) bur 
that diſtracted Lady, willing to conceal. 
herſelf as long as ſhe cou'd, holding a 
Handkerchief to her Eyes, took from the 
other the means of knowing her, which 
elſe ſhe muſt infallibly have done, hav- 
ing often ſeen her at Madam ds Monteſ- 
an's; but this ſhe was certain of, that 
it was not his Wife, by the difference of 
her Shape and Stature; Laſſelia being a 
great deal taller, and ſomething more 
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8 than Madamoiſelle de P Ange, whom 
before her Marriage ſhe had n intimate- 5 


ly acquainted: with. 
THE Maſter and Miſtreſs of the 12 


were very much vex'd at this 3 


not expecting any other, than that by this 
Diſcovery Monfieur de # Amye wou d be 
oblig d to carry his Miſtreſs and 9 


2 to ſome othe Place: but to bring them 
a 


s well as they cou'd, they told the 


Rabble rhat they might diſperſe them- 


ſelves, for they wou'd be anſwerable for 


the Character of thoſe Perſons, that the 


Lady was a near Relation of their own, 
and the Gentleman an Acquaintance who 
ſometimes call'd to ſee them Thus, 


with much ado, the Lovers at laſt had 


their Liberty; but were e y per- 
plex'd, leſt this Affair ſhould get Air. 
De F Amye cou'd not be certain that, a- 
mong fuch a Number of People, there 
were not ſome who might know him; 


but that was the ſmalleſt of their Vexa- 


tions, Laſſelia had till then been conceal'd 


with that caution, that nat a Servant in 


the Houſe, but one, whoſe Fidelity the 
Miſtreſs of it was ſecure of, knew there 


was any Woman lodg'd there, a Paſſage 
being made for her on purpoſe out of her 
Chamber into the Fields; and ſhe never 
ſtirring but when it was dark, prevented 


her from * ſeen wm wy body. 


* 


BUT 
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BUT it was now natural to ſuppoſe, 
that being found with him, and afterwards 
own'd as a Relation by the Inn-keeper, 
would create Suſpicion. enough in thoſe 
fort of People, therefore they concluded 
that it would be wholly improper for her 
to continue there. But whither to remove 
her, he could not for his Soul contrive; tho, 
had he known how -dangerous an Enemy 
he had in the Houſe, and who had been 
both the Occaſion and Witneſs of the 
Buſtle which had happen'd, tis certain 
they would rather have choſe to have 
| ſhelter'd themſelves that Night under the 
Boughs of ſome ſpreading Oak, than tar- 
.ry*'d under the fame Roof with her. But 
the malicious Dauxmourie, to have the bet- 
ter Opportunity of compleating the Miſ- 
chief ſhe intended; withdrew the moment 
ſhe had ſeen his Face; which, by the Ad- 
vantage of the Lights being brought be- 
hind her to the Place where they were, 
ſhe cou'd eaſily do, before he cou'd, if 
the Diſtraction he was in would have gi- 
ven him leave, have perceiv'd her. 


8H E went preſently. to her Chamber; 
but having ſeveral Servants with her, ſhe 
order d them to watch about the Houſe, 
and bring her word of all the Motions of 

thoſe two Perſons: and being inform'd by 
the moſt diligent among them, that, for a 
_ certainty, that Gentleman and Woman on i 


1 
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both of them there, ſhe pretended on a 
ſudden to be taken extremely ill, and that 
not expecting to live an Hour, ſhe muſt 
ſend for ſome Friends ſhe” had in that 
Country; ſo ordering a Horſe to be gor 
ready, that Footman who had brought her 
this Intelligence, having his Meſſage given 
him privately, was diſpatch'd to the Houſe 
of Madam de Amye, where he was to 
tell her, that he belong'd to 'a Gentle- 
man who had the greateſt Concern imagi- 
nable for her ill Uſage; and had ſent to 
inform her, that her Husband having an 
Intention wholly to abandon her in a ſhort. 
time, of late had been very buſy in diſ- 
poſing of ſome Lands, which Money he 
had made a Preſent to a young Girl, 
whom he was ſo exceſſive fond of, that 
he defign'd to live with her as his Wife; 
and as a Proof of the 'Truth of all this, 

| ſhe might that Night find, them toge- 
ther at ſuch an Inn——— But that, if 
ſhe requir'd this Teſtimony, ſhe muſt 
not loſe this Opportunity, which probably 
might never offer again Madamoiſelle 
Doux mourie charg'd him, if poſſible, to fire 
her with a deſire of coming immediately, be- 
cauſe ſhe was not ſure how long they might 
ſtay. It was ſcarce a quarter of an Hour's 
riding to the Houſe of de! Amye ; and tel- 
ling the Servants he had Buſineſs of greater 
_ Conſequence than Life to impart to their 
Lady, ſhe order'd he ſhould be admitted, 
tho ſhe had on her Night-dreſs, and was 
preparing for bed The Fellow perform'd 
the Buſineſs he was ſent about with fo 
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much Art, that ſhe preſently aſſented to“ 
the Propoſal of going that moment to de- 
te& her Husband, on whoſe Ingratitude 
and Perfidiouſneſs ſhe beſtow d ten thou- 
fand Curſes; but not thinking it proper to 
go alone, eſpecially with this Man, who 
was altogether a Stranger to her, ſhe ſent 
to Monſieur de Valier, and rouz d him and 
his Lady, deſiring they would come to her 
on an extraordinary Occaſion They 
obey' d her Sammons, and were there by 
the time her Coach was got ready, which 
they all went into, accompany'd on each 
fide by Madamoiſelle Douxmourie's Man, 
two of Valier's, and one of her own, all on 
Horſeback As they went along, ſhe told 
them on what account ſhe had entreated 
the favour of their Company : and they 
both took the liberty of aſſuring her, that 
bad they been of her Counſel -beforehand, 
they ſhould have perſuaded. her againſt it; 
becauſe in ſuch Caſes, Extremes are often 
fatal to the Peace of both, and that it was 
better ſometimes to appear blind, than too 
quick-ſighted : But Jealouſy is not of a na- 
ture to endure Controul, ſhe was reſolv'd to 
have the pleaſure of upbraiding, and bid 
the Coachman drive as faſt as poſſible. 
They got to the Inn about three in the 

Morning, when all the Family were drown'd 
in Sleep, except Madamoiſelle Douxmourie, 
and thoſe that ſat up to attend her, and 
open the Door to thoſe Friends ſhe told 
them ſhe had ſent for. „ 
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Ha rhe n 


the whole Affair, brought them up into his 
Lady's Chamber, where Madam de F Amye 
was not a little ſarpriz'd to find to whom 


it was ſhe ow'd the Diſcovery ſhe was a- 


bout to make ; and poſſibly, in ſpite of 
her own jealous Rage, wou'd rather have 


ſeem'd to have disbeliev'd all ſhe heard, 


than gratify the Malice of this Woman, 
who ſhe knew had the greateſt Hatred 
imaginable to her Husband. Douxmourie, 
perhaps, gueſſing at her Sentiments, as ſoon 
as ſhe had put every body out of the Room 
belonging to the Houſe, Madam, ſaid ſbe, 
I forbore to let you know I was the Per- 


ſon who, by the greateſt Chance in the 


World, have this Opportunity of convin- 
eing you of the Perfidy of your Husband; 
becauſe the open Enmity I have always 
profeſs*'d for him, might have made you 
ſuſpe& there was more of Spleen, than Juſ- 
tice in what I had told you: but as you are 
now in the ſame Houſe, and on the ſame 
Floor with him, and the Perſon he prefers 


to you, I doubt not but before you leave it, 
pou will fatisfy yourſelf what tis he merits 
from you All, and more, cry d ſhe, than 


my Reſentment can inflict, and if it be as 
your Meſſenger inform'd me, by all that's 
ſacred V'il-—— She was going to make ſome 


raſh Proteſtation, when Monſieur de Valier 


ſtopp'd her Mouth ; Hold, Madam ! inter- 
rupted be, I muſt not ſuffer you to give way 
to Paſſion, till you are aſcertain'd you have 
cauſe for it— Anger ſometimes blinds the 
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Reaſon; and as this Lady avows her Hate 
to Monſieur de Amye, tis not impoſſible but 
that ſhe may have been miſtaken, and has 
been led to credit ſomething more than the 
Truth of him ſhe is willing ſhould be found 
uilty. This hinder'd the enrag'd Wife 
WA ſaying any more, till Madamoiſelle 
Douxmourie recounting the manner by which 
the had made the Diſcovery, which ſhe il- 
luſtrated with abundance of aggravating 
Circumſtances, made her relapſe into her 
former Fury——She was then for breaking 
open the Door upon them; tearing them to 
pieces, expoſing them to the whole World, 
ſeem'd too little to ſatisfy the Wrong 
She vented the Paſſion ſhe was in with ſo 
much Vehemence, that ſhe who had rais'd 
it, endeavour d to abate it Madam, ſaid, 
ſpe, *tis not impoſſible, but in ſuch a Houſe 
as this, there may be Back-ways; which, 
it there be, this ſhameful Pair are, doubt- 


leſs, but too well acquainted with: and 


ſhould your Voice diſcover you are here, 
or any force be uſed to get Entrance, be- 
fore that can be done, they may perhaps 
eſcape, and diſappoint our Aim l, there- 
fore, wou'd adviſe you to be patient till the 
Morning, which now is near at hand ; and 
when either of them opens the Door, which 


one of my Servants ſhall diligently guard, we 
will all be ready to ruſh in upon them 


This Method of proceeding receiv'd a ge- 
neral Approbation; and Madam de . Ame 
did all ſhe cou'd to ſuppreſs the Violence of 
her Indignation ar preſent, that it might fall 
more heavy on the Perſons who had caus'd 

| 7 It ; 3 


2 


Jyhe Self- Alandon d. 7 
it; for ſhe reſolv'd in her own Mind never 
to forgive, or live with her Husband more. 


THE Lovers, who had paſs'd their 
Time in as great, tho' different Anxieties, - | 
having at laſt fix d on a Place to go to, 2 | 
thought it moſt proper to leave that they | 

were in, before Day-break; and a:cordingly 
Mounſieur de Amye roſe, and opening the 
Door to call the Hoſtler to get his Horſe 8 1 
ready, was ſurpriz' d. to find himſelf, as - 
he was ſtepping back into the Chamber, 5 
puſh'd violently in by a ruſh of People 
who follow'd him: The Candles they 
had in their Hands, immediately inform'd | | 
him who they were. As confus'd as he N | | 
was, he had Preſence enough of Mind to | | 
run towards the Bed, where he thought : | 
to defend his dear Laſſelia from their f 
View, or die to expiate the Diſgrace ſhe | | 
muſt ſuffer for his ſake ; but that unfor- 
tunate Lady, hearing a Noiſe, had rais'd | 
herſelf in her bed to ſee what 'twas : which — . 
when ſhe did, Surprize, and Shame, and 
Fear, took away her Senſes ſo far, as to 
deprive her of any Thought in what man- | 3 
ner ſhe ſhou'd conceal herſelf ; and far ſtill, 

| ſtupid and motionleſs, expos'd to every ( 
body. in the. Room—'Tis hard to ſay whe- | 
ther the Fury of Madam de F Amye, or the 9 
Wonder that ſhe and all her Companions | | 


were in, was greateſt, when they found it 
Was Laſſelia with whom he had tranſgreſs'd 
—nor cou'd either of them ſurpaſs that 
which de Þ Amye felt, to ſee Douxmourie with 
them : He no longer doubted by whom he 

| : e . 
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78 LassELIA: , 


had been betray d, and not anſwering the 


Invectives which his Wife pour'd out upon 


him, he utter'd as many againſt that She- 
Devil, for that was the only Name he vouch- 


ſafed to call her by. While all were in this 
Confuſion, Madamoiſelle de Valier, having 


a little recover'd that Confuſion the ſight 
of Laſſelia had occaſion'd, having a tender 


Friendſhip for her, went towards the Bed 


with a deſign to have ſpoke to her, when 


the undone Fair, juſt then waking, as it 


were, from that Abſence of Mind ſhe had 
been in, into a Senſe of the Shame to which 
ſhe was expos'd, ſtarting ſuddenly from the 
Poſture ſhe had been in, and catching Mon- 
ſieur de PAmye's Sword, which lay on a Ta- 
ble by the bed-fide, was about to end her 
Life, and the Infamy that attended it: ir 
was the good fortune of that ſincere Friend 
to prevent this Act of Deſperation from be- 
ing accompliſh'd ; but the Attempt put the 
whole Company into fo great a Conſterna- 
tion, as was of excellent Service tothe filenc-. 

ing their Clamours. De Ane, tho he was 
ready to fly into his Charmer's Arms, and 
chaſe away her Deſpair by a thouſand ſoft 
Endearments, yet he od too much to his 


Wife, to give her ſo provoking an Inſtance 


before her Face, that ſhe was but the ſe- 
cond in his Eſteem but the Pain he endu- 
red in this Reſtraint,” took from him all In- 
clination to continue his Reproaches to 
Madamoiſelle Douxmourie ; and he ſtood. 
ſpeechleſs, and ſeem'd loſt in Thought, as 
did his Wite; who, tho* extremely fiery 
and paſſionate, had a great deal of Good- 


Nature, 


_ 


The FSelf- Abandond. 79 
Nature, and ſo manifeſt a Proof of her Ri- 
val's Penitence and Deſpair, wrought on 
her ſo far, as to engage her Pity— and ſhe 
thought, if that wou'd make her eaſy, ſhe 
cou'd forgive the Wrong ſhe had done her, 
provided ſhe wou'd never more repeat it. 
Monſieur de Valier, who had watch'd the 
Abatement of her Rage, perceiving her 
Looks were very much ſoftened, beg'd her 
to withdraw with him a Moment into ano- 
ther Room; to which ſhe having conſented, 
he laid ſo many Arguments before her, how 
infinitely better it would be to huſh up this 
Affair, than to make herſelf and Husband, 
as well as the Perfon who-had injur'd her, 
the Chat of the whole Country ; that ſhe 


ist laſt conſented, on condition ſhe wou'd 


1mmediately retireinto a Monaſtery, thereby 
to put it out even of her own power to wrong 
her more Having obtain'd thus much from 
her, he endeavour'd to bring de I Amye to 
conſent ; and was labouring a long time be- 
fore he cou'd prevail on him but to promiſe 
an eternal Separation : but the Remon- 
ſtrance the other made him, how he was 
indebted to his Wife for almoſt every thing 
he was poſleſs'd of ; her Love, her Faithful- 
neſs to him, her Good-nature, her conde- 
ſcending Temper, making an Allowance 
for that one Foible, Jealouſy, won ſo far on 
his Gratitude, join'd to the Reflection, how 
impoſſible it wou'd be for him to keep the 
8 of Laſſelia; believing, not without 
eaſon, that if the Diſcovery of what had 
happen'd, ſhou'd reach the Ear of Madam 
de Monteſpan, as in all probability it wou'd, 
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ſwerv'd from it. ; 


; 


fo. Lass ZEN 


ſhe wou'd take effectual Meaſures to pre- 


vent his coming near her: all this put to- 
gether, oblig'd him to an unwilling yielding 


to What was propos'd. While Monſieur de 


Valier was thus employ'd with the Wife and 
Husband, his Lady, who had taken the 


Hint privately from him, was no leſs buſy 
with Laſſelia; ſhe had a double 'Task to re- 
concile thar diſtreſs'd Lady at once to the 


Thoughts of Life, and quitting the Conver- 
ſation of her beloved de  Amye ; but the 
Power her experienc'd Friendſhip had given 


her over her, enforcing the ſtrong Reaſons 
ſhe made uſe of, in a little time work'd 


their deſired Effet, and this Affair ended 


vaſtly different from what the beginning 


promis d. The malicious Douxmourie, was 


the only.Perſon vex'd at it—as for de] Ane, 
tho? he never ceas'd to think of Laſſelia with 


a Tenderneſs which cou'd not but be at- 
tended with ſome melancholy Reflections; 


yet the Temper of his Wife, who, after this, 


rook double Care to make herſelf agreeable 


to him, by degrees, made him grow more 


chearful. Laſſelia, who, as ſhe had promis'd, 


went directly to a Convent, {trengthen'd by 
the good Advice of Madamoiſelle de Valier, 


who frequently viſited her, and the religi- 


ous Converſation of the holy Maids ſhe 
was among, in time was wean'd from thoſe 


ſenſual Delights ſhe had before too much 
indulg'd herſelf in, and became an Example 
of Piety even to thoſe who never had 
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